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ORDINARY MEETING 
 

 
Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Council of Burwood will be held in the Council 
Chamber, Suite 1, Level 2, 1-17 Elsie Street, Burwood on Tuesday 24 March 2020 at 6:00pm to 
consider the matters contained in the attached Agenda. 
 
 
In the overriding interests of public health and safety during the current COVID-19 pandemic, the 
gallery will be closed to the public and the meeting will proceed without any members of the public 
present.  The customary public participation opportunity will be replaced with written submissions 
submitted prior to the start of the Council meeting.  Written public submissions on agenda items 
will be read out at the meeting and recorded in the minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tommaso Briscese 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 
 

Our Mission 
Burwood Council will create a quality lifestyle for its citizens  

by promoting harmony and excellence in the delivery of its services 

mailto:council@burwood.nsw.gov.au
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CONFLICT OF INTERESTS 

What is a “Conflict of Interests” - A conflict of interests can be of two types: 
Pecuniary - an interest that a person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or expectation of appreciable financial gain 
or loss to the person.  
A person does not have a pecuniary interest in a matter if the interest is so remote or insignificant that it could not reasonably be 
regarded as likely to influence any decision the person might make in relation to a matter or if the interest is of a kind specified in 
Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
 
Non-pecuniary – are private or personal interests the Council official has that do not amount to a pecuniary interest as defined in the 
Local Government Act. These commonly arise out of family, or personal relationships, or involvement in sporting, social or other 
cultural groups and associations and may include an interest of a financial nature.  
 
Who has a Pecuniary Interest? - A person has a pecuniary interest in a matter if the pecuniary interest is the interest of: 
 The person, or 
 The person’s spouse or de facto partner or a relative of the person, or a partner or employer of the person, or 
 A company or other body of which the person, or a nominee, partner or employer of the person, is a member. 
 
No Interest in the Matter - However, a person is not taken to have a pecuniary interest in a matter: 
 If the person is unaware of the relevant pecuniary interest of the spouse, de facto partner, relative, partner, employer or 

company or other body, or  
 Just because the person is a member of, or is employed by, a Council or statutory body or is employed by the Crown. 
 Just because the person is a member of, or a delegate of the Council to, a company or other body that has a pecuniary 

interest in the matter so long as the person has no beneficial interest in any shares of the company or body. 
N.B. “Relative”, in relation to a person means any of the following: 
a) the parent, grandparent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal descends or adopted child of the person or of the 

person’s spouse; 
b) the spouse or de facto partners of the person or of a person referred to in paragraph (a) 
 
Disclosure and participation in meetings 
 A Councillor or a member of a Council Committee who has a pecuniary interest in any matter with which the Council is 

concerned and who is present at a meeting of the Council or Committee at which the matter is being considered must disclose 
the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 

 The Councillor or member must not be present at, or in sight of, the meeting of the Council or Committee: 
(a) at any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the Council or Committee, or 
(b) at any time during which the Council or Committee is voting on any question in relation to  the matter. 
 
No Knowledge - A person does not breach the Act if the person did not know and could not reasonably be expected to have known 
that the matter under consideration at the meeting was a matter in which he or she had a pecuniary interest. 
 
What interests do not have to be disclosed (S 448 Act)? 
(a) an interest as an elector,  
(b) an interest as a ratepayer or person liable to pay a charge,  
(c) an interest in any matter relating to the terms on which the provision of a service or the supply of goods or commodities is offered 

to the public generally, or to a section of the public that includes persons who are not subject to this Part,  
(d) an interest in any matter relating to the terms on which the provision of a service or the supply of goods or commodities is offered 

to a relative of the person by the council in the same manner and subject to the same conditions as apply to persons who are not 
subject to this Part,  

(e) an interest as a member of a club or other organisation or association, unless the interest is as the holder of an office in the club 
or organisation (whether remunerated or not),  

(f) an interest of a member of a council committee as a person chosen to represent the community or as a member of a non-profit 
organisation or other community or special interest group if the committee member has been appointed to represent the 
organisation or group on the committee,  

(g) an interest in a proposal relating to the making, amending, altering or repeal of an environmental planning instrument other than 
an instrument that effects a change of the permissible uses of:  

(i)     land in which the person or a person, company or body referred to in section 443 (1) (b) or (c) has a proprietary 
interest (which, for the purposes of this paragraph, includes any entitlement to the land at law or in equity and any 
other interest or potential interest in the land arising out of any mortgage, lease, trust, option or contract, or 
otherwise), or  

(ii)    land adjoining, adjacent to or in proximity to land referred to in subparagraph (i), if the person or the person, company 
or body referred to in section 443 (1) (b) or (c) would by reason of the proprietary interest have a pecuniary interest in 
the proposal,  

(h) an interest relating to a contract, proposed contract or other matter if the interest arises only because of a beneficial interest in 
shares in a company that does not exceed 10 per cent of the voting rights in the company,  

(i) an interest of a person arising from the proposed making by the council of an agreement between the council and a corporation, 
association or partnership, being a corporation, association or partnership that has more than 25 members, if the interest arises 
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because a relative of the person is a shareholder (but not a director) of the corporation or is a member (but not a member of the 
committee) of the association or is a partner of the partnership,  

(j) an interest of a person arising from the making by the council of a contract or agreement with a relative of the person for or in 
relation to any of the following, but only if the proposed contract or agreement is similar in terms and conditions to such contracts 
and agreements as have been made, or as are proposed to be made, by the council in respect of similar matters with other 
residents of the area:  
(i)    the performance by the council at the expense of the relative of any work or service in connection with roads or sanitation,  
(ii)   security for damage to footpaths or roads,  
(iii)   any other service to be rendered, or act to be done, by the council by or under any Act conferring functions on the council 

or by or under any contract,  
(k) an interest relating to the payment of fees to councillors (including the mayor and deputy mayor),  
(l) an interest relating to the payment of expenses and the provision of facilities to councillors (including the mayor and deputy 

mayor) in accordance with a policy under section 252,  
(m) an interest relating to an election to the office of mayor arising from the fact that a fee for the following 12 months has been 

determined for the office of mayor,  
(n) an interest of a person arising from the passing for payment of a regular account for wages or salary of an employee who is a 

relative of the person,  
(o) an interest arising from being covered by, or a proposal to be covered by, indemnity insurance as a councillor or member of a 

council committee,  
(p) an interest arising from appointment of a councillor to a body as representative or delegate of the council, whether or not a fee or 

other recompense is payable to the representative or delegate.  
A Councillor is not prevented from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or from voting on, any of the matters/questions 
detailed in Section 448 of the Local Government Act. 
 
Non-pecuniary Interests - Must be disclosed in meetings. 
If you are a Council official, other than a member of staff of Council and you have disclosed that a significant non-pecuniary conflict of 
interests exists, you must manager it in one of two ways: 

a) Remove the source of the conflict by relinquishing or divesting the interest that creates the conflict, of reallocating the 
conflicting duties to another Council official; 

b) Have no involvement in the matter, by absenting yourself from and not taking part in any debate of voting on the issue as if 
the provisions in Section 451(2) of the Act apply. 

If you determine that a non-pecuniary conflict of interests is less than significant and does not require further action, you must provide 
an explanation of why you consider that the conflict does not require further action in the circumstances. 
 
Disclosures to be Recorded - A disclosure (and the reason/s for the disclosure) made at a meeting of the Council or Council 
Committee must be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 

~~o0o~~~ 
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AGENDA 
 

FOR AN ORDINARY MEETING OF BURWOOD COUNCIL 
TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY 24 MARCH 2020 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 1-17 ELSIE STREET, 

BURWOOD COMMENCING AT 6.00 PM. 
 

 
I DECLARE THE MEETING OPENED AT (READ BY MAYOR) 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY (READ BY MAYOR) 
 
“I would like to acknowledge the Wangal people who are the Traditional Custodian of this Land.  I 

would also like to pay respect to the Elders both past and present of the Wangal Nation and extend  
that respect to other Aboriginals present”. 
 
PRAYER (READ BY MAYOR) “Lord, we humbly beseech thee to vouchsafe thy blessing 

on this Council, direct and prosper its deliberations for the 
advancement of this area and the true welfare of its people.” 

 
TAPE RECORDING OF MEETING (READ BY MAYOR) 
 
“Members of the Public are advised that Meetings of Council and Council Committees are audio 
recorded for the purpose of assisting with the preparation of Minutes. 
 
The tape recordings will be subject to the provisions of the Government Information (Public 
Access) Act 2009 (GIPA). 
 
Tapes are destroyed two (2) months after the date of the recording” 
 
APOLOGIES/LEAVE OF ABSENCES 
   
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS BY COUNCILLORS 
 
DECLARATION OF POLITICAL DONATIONS (READ BY MAYOR)  
 
“Councillors & Members of the Gallery 
 
As a result of recent changes to the Legislation that governs the legal process for the 
determination of Development Applications before Council, a person who makes a relevant 
application to Council or any person with a financial interest in the application must now disclose 
any reportable political donation or gift made to any local Councillor or employee of Council.  
Council will now require in its Development Application Forms this disclosure to be made.    
 
Council is also required to publish on its website all reportable political donations or gifts. Should 
any person having business before Council this evening and being an applicant or party having a 
financial interest in such application feel that they have not made the appropriate disclosure, 
Council now invites them to approach the General Manager and to make their disclosure according 
to Law.” 
 
RECORDING OF COUNCILLORS VOTING ON PLANNING DECISIONS  
 
In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act a division must be called for and 
taken on every Environmental Planning & Assessment decision.  The names of those Councillors 
supporting and those opposed to the decision are to be recorded in the meeting minutes and the 
register retained by the General Manager. 
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the following Meeting of Burwood Council: 

A. Council Meeting held on 11 February 2020 

copies of which were previously circulated to all Councillors be and hereby confirmed as a true and 
correct record of the proceedings of that meeting.  
 
PUBLIC FEEDBACK ON AGENDA ITEMS (READ BY MAYOR) 
 
Written public submissions on agenda items will be read out at the meeting and recorded in the 
minutes. 
  
MAYORAL MINUTES 
 
(ITEM MM6/20) PUBLIC CONSULTATION - REVISION OF BURWOOD LOCAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN............................................................................. 7 
 
(ITEM MM7/20) BURWOOD-CAMPSIE TRANSPORT LINK .................................................... 15 
  
NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
(ITEM NM2/20) REVISION TO SOFT LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS  ................................. 17 
   
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
(ITEM 13/20) COVID-19 - EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS .......................... 18 
 
(ITEM 14/20) ADOPTION - DRAFT FOOTPATH ACTIVATION POLICY FOLLOWING 

PUBLIC EXHIBITION ................................................................................. 22 
 
(ITEM 15/20) ADOPTION OF AMENDED SECTION 7.12 LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

CONTRIBUTIONS PLAN FOR BURWOOD TOWN CENTRE ............................. 46 
 
(ITEM 16/20) BUDGET REVIEW FOR QUARTER ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2019 .................. 67 
 
(ITEM 17/20) INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 JANUARY 2020 ....................................... 79 
 
(ITEM 18/20) INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 29 FEBRUARY 2020 ..................................... 84 
 
(ITEM 19/20) 2020 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT - 

CANBERRA ............................................................................................ 89 
  
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
(ITEM RC1/20) BURWOOD LOCAL TRAFFIC COMMITTEE - MARCH 2020 ............................ 91 
  
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
(ITEM IN11/20) PETITIONS ........................................................................................... 126 
 

 
 
 

(ITEM IN12/20) POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR THE GENERAL MANAGER - REPORT FOR 

PERIOD OF DECEMBER 2019 TO FEBRUARY 2020  ................................. 127 
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(ITEM IN13/20) ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - COUNCIL MEETING OF 

11 FEBRUARY 2020 ............................................................................. 128 
       
    
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
Councillors are requested to submit any Questions Without Notice in writing. 
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MAYORAL MINUTE 
 

(ITEM MM6/20) PUBLIC CONSULTATION - REVISION OF BURWOOD 
LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN         

 
Trim Folder: 20/7728 

MAYORAL MINUTE BY CR JOHN FAKER (MAYOR) 
 

Summary 
 
Council resolved at its Ordinary Meeting convened on 11 February 2020 to endorse a final draft 
Burwood Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) for referral to the Greater Sydney 
Commission for assurance against compliance with the Eastern City District Plan.  Council also 
resolved at that meeting to endorse a final draft Local Housing Strategy for submission to the 
Department of Planning, Industry & Environment for consideration and endorsement.  Council 
received this assurance on 12 March 2020 (attached).  The aspirations articulated in each of those 
visioning documents will need to be reflected within core regulatory instruments such as the 
Burwood Local Environmental Plan (LEP) and Development Control Plan (DCP) covering the 
Burwood LGA. 
 
Council resolved to highlight several urban planning issues for investigation further to its final 
deliberations on the draft LSPS.  Those issues were identified in Council resolution 8/20 which 
references upcoming work to refresh the LEP so that it aligns with the strategic thrusts of the new 
LSPS now that has been assured by the Greater Sydney Commission.  No doubt other important 
concerns for consideration will emerge as work progresses on bringing the visions and outcomes to 
life. 
 
Notwithstanding its statutory obligations for community consultation for amending or re-making 
planning instruments, Council prides itself on its commitment to actively partnering with its 
community on the design and delivery of its services.  Commencement of work on operationalising 
the Burwood Local Strategic Planning Statement and the Burwood Housing Strategy provides an 
excellent opportunity to reinforce the message about Council’s commitment to community 
engagement and public participation in community shaping. 
 
Operational Plan Objectives 
 
4.4.1 Provide advocacy on regional and metropolitan projects on behalf of the community 
4.4.2 Partner with key stakeholders to deliver major projects  
5.1 Maximise Burwood’s regional and strategic status within inner western Sydney 
 

I therefore move that: 

Council ensures that a highly visible and robust set of public consultation opportunities, including 
community workshops, are provided in relation to strategic planning outcomes to be achieved 
through operationalisation of the Burwood Local Strategic Planning Statement and the Burwood 
Housing Strategy. 
 

Attachments 
1⇩   LSPS Letter of Support from the Greater Sydney Commission dated 12 March 2020   
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MAYORAL MINUTE 
 

(ITEM MM7/20) BURWOOD-CAMPSIE TRANSPORT LINK         

 
Trim Folder: 20/12417 

MAYORAL MINUTE BY CR JOHN FAKER (MAYOR) 
 

Summary 
 
As part of the Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS), a Burwood Traffic and Transport Study 
is currently being undertaken by GTA Consultants. The study is identifying key transport 
opportunities and constraints across the Burwood LGA and subsequently recommending a series 
of actions over the short (0-5 years), medium (5-10 years) and long (10-20 days) to address 
constraints and harness opportunities. 
 
In this regard, Council in its Final LSPS has defined an investigation area for a north-south 
transport link, running from Burwood Town Centre to Campsie.  
 
This could include on-road public transport options to provide the ability for people to move 
between their homes, employment, recreation and services efficiently and to ensure the mode of 
transport is flexible to leverage technology changes and transport options that will be made 
available in the future such as the Burwood North Metro station.   
 
Canterbury Bankstown Council at its meeting held 25th February 2020 (Item 4.2) approved a 
Mayoral Minute which moved that Canterbury Bankstown Council contribute $15,000 to a joint 
feasibility study with Burwood Council into the potential link.  
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
4.1.5 Work with RMS and Transport for NSW in the development of Integrated Transport Plans.  
 

I therefore move that: 
1. Council acknowledge and thank Canterbury Bankstown Council for participating in its 

collaborative response to this joint public transport effort. 
 
2. Council allocates $15,000 to jointly fund the Campsie- Burwood Transport Link Study.  

 
3. Council requests the General Manager to enter into a variation to the work GTA is undertaking 

and adjust the budget to match the contribution by Canterbury Bankstown Council.  
 

Attachments 
1⇩   Canterbury Bankstown Mayoral Minute Item 4.2 Campsie-Burwood Transport Link 25th  

February 2020 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 
 

(ITEM NM2/20) REVISION TO SOFT LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS         
 

File No: 20/5733 
   
 

Summary 
 
Over the last several months I and my fellow councillors have been receiving representation from a 
number of residents who are elderly or have a disability and have found it impractical to comply 
with soft landscaping and access requirements at the front of their homes. 
 
In particular we have received representation from residents who are being driven to and from 
medical treatment by a patient transport service, where the required amount of soft landscaping for 
the front yard would make it practically impossible to exit the property and reach the ambulance 
without physical assistance, even when the transport vehicle is parked within their driveway. 
 
I think with the right conditions and without compromising our efforts to making Burwood a green 
and livable place, we can support our residents who are experiencing physical difficulties in 
enjoying their properties and not have to leave them prematurely. 
 
I feel we should investigate the possibility to allow alternative vegetation options, with the right 
drainage features, to be utilised in front yards in conjunction with grass, and we should also 
consider the introduction of exemptions or variations to the current standards, when a disability or 
special needs are identified and proven. 
 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
1.1.1 Provide a diverse range of strategies and initiatives that meet the needs of the community 
 

 
 

Councillor George Mannah to move that: 

 
1. That the General Manager investigate possible changes to relevant codes and/or policies to 

allow the 30% requirement of soft landscaping at the front of a property to include 
alternative vegetation options for residents with a disability or special needs. 

 
2. That the General Manager investigate revising clauses in the relevant codes and/or policies 

to allow exemption or variation from soft landscaping requirements at the front of a property 
under extenuating circumstances for residents with a disability or special needs. 

 
3. That the General Manager report back to Council with the results of the investigation and 

recommended actions. 
 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report.   
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(ITEM 13/20) COVID-19 - EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

File No: 20/12861 
 
REPORT BY ACTING DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER    
 

Summary 
 
The current Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is continuing to rapidly escalate in the face of 

best endeavours to mitigate its spread and impacts.  Contingent administrative arrangements need 

to be strengthened in order to protect the interests of Burwood Council and the community as best 

as reasonably possible under the circumstances. 

 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
2.1     Community confidence in Council’s decision making 
2.1.3  Ensure transparency and accountability in decision making  
 

Background 
 
COVID-19 has given rise to a humanitarian and economic crisis on a massive scale the like of 

which has not been seen for the best part of a century or more.  Its far reaching impacts are being 

felt by billions of people and organisations around the globe.  These are being well documented 

daily by other spheres of government and the media.   

 

Burwood Council has already ably demonstrated excellent leadership within its community and the 

local government industry with its responses to date to the challenges of COVID-19.  The very high 

levels of seriousness, urgency and growth in risks and related disruptions require constant 

reassessment.  Agility in dealing with critical decisions around securing and deploying resources is 

paramount in the current environment. 

 

Council is now facing fresh risks around civic governance and resource decision making that are 

central to ensuring delivery of core services without seriously compromising the health and well-

being of the community.   The business as usual approach to civic governance may quickly fail if it 

is not safe enough or otherwise impractical for Council to convene ordinary or extraordinary 

meetings in the coming months as a result of COVID-19. 

 

Fresh contingency arrangements should be in put in place or strengthened to protect the interests 

of the Council and the community as best as reasonably possible under the circumstances.  While 

Council awaits a response from the State Government on a range of administrative barriers to this 

that are under its control, it is prudent to grant emergency powers to the General Manager for a 

limited duration to cover critical contingencies that may arise. 

 

Proposal 
 
That a fresh contingency arrangement for decision making outside of meetings of elected Council 

be put in place until 30 June 2020, unless terminated by Council before that date, as follows: 

 

1. The expenditure authorisation limit of $1million dollars exercised by the General Manager 

under the Burwood Council Tendering Policy be raised to $3million 

2. The General Manager and Mayor be jointly empowered to  

a. waive, reduce or defer payment obligations for  fees or liabilities arising from other 

debtor dealings of Council (not including statutory charges) if prosecution of these 
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are assessed as giving rise to undue hardship by entities that can reasonably 

demonstrate that they are seriously disadvantaged by the impacts of COVID-19 

b. temporarily modify approved permit conditions relating to operating hours of outdoor 

dining facilities in the Burwood LGA as well as any companion conditions that may 

be deemed critical to protecting public health in light of the COVID-19 pandemic  – 

such modifications to be determined in light of best available advice from NSW 

Health and other public health authorities with jurisdiction in NSW 

c. temporarily modify hours of service in a Council service area where it can be clearly 

demonstrated that this is in the interests of public health and safety and / or it is 

essential for reallocating scarce resources to service areas where there are critical 

needs to be met as a result of the risks or impacts of COVID-19 

 

3. The General Manager and the Mayor are to provide timely advice to each elected member 

of Council in relation to any proposal to take action under temporary emergency powers 

granted to him and give Councillors the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposal 

 

4. The General Manager will provide  

a. a consolidated report at least once a month to all Councillors specifying actions 

taken under the emergency administrative provisions adopted by Council in relation 

to decision making outside of meetings of elected Council 

b. once activation of the current Business Continuity Plan ceases, a consolidated 

report to the first available meeting of Council  which lists all decisions made under 

emergency provisions 

 

5. The emergency provisions granted to the General Manager and Mayor as outlined in 

preceding points 1 through 4 are to apply until 30 June 2020 or until activation of the 

current Business Continuity Plan is terminated, whichever comes first 

 

6. Urgent representations be made to the NSW Minister for Local Government to: 

a. grant temporary threshold relief to NSW local government authorities similar to that 

recently afforded to ones severely affected by catastrophic bushfires in relation to 

the $250,000 ceiling under Section 55 of the NSW Local Government Act on 

procurement without the need to call tenders 

b. clarify the NSW Government position on the conduct of face-to-face Council 

meetings and make appropriate changes to statutory and other instruments as 

necessary to permit, instead, the conduct of meetings using information and 

communications technology in instances where  it is not safe or is otherwise 

impractical to convene face-to-face meetings 

Consultation 
 
Internal review of governance obligations with Governance specialists and Executive Team 
members following examination of advice sourced from NSW Office of Local Government. 
 

Planning or Policy Implications 
 
1. Temporary adjustment to Burwood Council Tendering Policy re expenditure limit approved for 

General Manager 
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2. No other planning or policy implications are immediately evident but the nature, scale and 
potential reach of the COVID-19 pandemic effects could give rise to the need for separate 
targeting of planning and policy requirements that may emerge 

 

Financial Implications 
 
There are no significant financial implications for putting the proposed administrative framework 
into place.  There may be significant financial implications for decisions that need to be taken 
under the proposed regime.  The impacts of the COVID-19 crisis that the proposed framework is 
intended to address are difficult to forecast.  Care will need to be taken to not conflate details of 
financial impacts driven by the COVID-19 that are not directly attributable to the proposed 
emergency administrative provisions framework. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Maintaining a proactive approach to contingency planning and risk mitigation for COVID-19 is vital 
as part of the ongoing program to serve and protect the interests of Council and the community.   
 
 

Recommendations 
 

That a fresh contingency arrangement for decision making outside of meetings of elected Council 

be put in place until 30 June 2020, unless terminated by Council before that date, as follows: 

 

1. The expenditure authorisation limit of $1million dollars exercised by the General Manager 

under the Burwood Council Tendering Policy be raised to $3million 

 

2. The General Manager and Mayor be jointly empowered to  

a. waive, reduce or defer payment obligations for  fees or liabilities arising from other 

debtor dealings of Council (not including statutory charges) if prosecution of these 

are assessed as giving rise to undue hardship by entities that can reasonably 

demonstrate that they are seriously disadvantaged by the impacts of COVID-19 

b. temporarily modify approved permit conditions relating to operating hours of outdoor 

dining facilities in the Burwood LGA as well as any companion conditions that may 

be deemed critical to protecting public health in light of the COVID-19 pandemic  – 

such modifications to be determined in light of best available advice from NSW 

Health and other public health authorities with jurisdiction in NSW 

c. temporarily modify hours of service in a Council service area where it can be clearly 

demonstrated that this is in the interests of public health and safety and / or it is 

essential for reallocating scarce resources to service areas where there are critical 

needs to be met as a result of the risks or impacts of COVID-19 

 

3. The General Manager and the Mayor are to provide timely advice to each elected member 

of Council in relation to any proposal to take action under temporary emergency powers 

granted to him and give Councillors the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposal 

4. The General Manager will provide  

a. a consolidated report at least once a month to all Councillors specifying actions 

taken under the emergency administrative provisions adopted by Council in relation 

to decision making outside of meetings of elected Council 

b. once activation of the current Business Continuity Plan ceases, a consolidated 
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report to the first available meeting of Council  which lists all decisions made under 

emergency provisions 

 

5. The emergency provisions granted to the General Manager and Mayor as outlined in 

preceding points 1 through 4 are to apply until 30 June 2020 or until activation of the current 

Business Continuity Plan is terminated, whichever comes first 

 

6. Urgent representations be made to the NSW Minister for Local Government to: 

a. grant temporary threshold relief to NSW local government authorities similar to that 

recently afforded to ones severely affected by catastrophic bushfires in relation to 

the $250,000 ceiling under Section 55 of the NSW Local Government Act on 

procurement without the need to call tenders 

b. clarify the NSW Government position on the conduct of face-to-face Council 

meetings and make appropriate changes to statutory and other instruments as 

necessary to permit, instead, the conduct of meetings using information and 

communications technology in instances where  it is not safe or is otherwise 

impractical to convene face-to-face meetings 

 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report. 



COUNCIL 24 MARCH 2020 

 

22 

(ITEM 14/20) ADOPTION - DRAFT FOOTPATH ACTIVATION POLICY 
FOLLOWING PUBLIC EXHIBITION 

File No: 20/10364 
 
REPORT BY MANAGER TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT    
 

Summary 
 
Council resolved at its Meeting of 22 October 2019 to approve the Draft Footpath Activation Policy 
in principle and to place it on public exhibition for comment. This policy has been prepared to 
simplify the process of obtaining a license or permit. This draft Footpath Activation Policy provides 
advice and guidelines for the use of public footpaths for activities such as outdoor dining, 
placement of a-frames, merchandise and other articles, busking, promotion or charitable 
collections. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
4.1.4  Enhance Road and Pedestrian Safety 
5.3.2  Maintain an attractive Burwood CBD  
 

Background 
 
On 22 October 2019 Council considered a report and resolved that the Draft Footpath Activation 
Policy be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and that the notice of the public 
exhibition be published inviting public submissions. Following the public exhibition period, a report, 
including all submissions received has been prepared for Council’s consideration and adoption of 
the Draft Car Share Policy. 
 
The Draft Policy was placed on public exhibition from 11 February 2020 to 10 March 2020 with 
copies made available at Council’s Customer Service Centre and on Council’s website. The Draft 
Policy was also notified via an advertisement in the Inner West Courier on 12 February 2020 as 
well as via Council’s social media accounts. 
 

Proposal 
 
The review of the existing Outdoor Eating Areas Policy, Merchandise, A-frames and Other Articles 
Policy, Busking Policy and Promotions and Charitable Collections within the Burwood Local 
Government Area Policy identified an opportunity to create a single Footpath Activation Policy 
which incorporates each of the activities set out in the individual policies. 
 
Each of the above four policies have been combined into the Footpath Activation resulting in a 
streamlined and more consistent approach to activities in common footpath areas.  
 
Changes to the draft policies are as follows. 
 
A-frame 
 
The following areas are excluded from A-frames within the Burwood Local Government Area: 
 
 Burwood Road within the Town Centre, within the B4 mixed use zone 
 Strathfield Town Centre, within the B4 mixed use zone 
 
Busking 
 
The cap on the number of permits issued per year has been removed. Applications must include 
the nominated dates and location(s) sought as part of the application which will ensure permit 
holders are not double booked for the same location on the same date. Only areas with sufficient 
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footpath width able to accommodate buskers and a small congregation of audiences will be 
permitted as deemed acceptable by the General Manager. Locations are subject to change based 
upon adjacent footpath activities. 
 
Outdoor Eating Areas 
 
Temporary relocation of approved areas during inclement weather 
 
For areas outside the Burwood and Strathfield Town Centres approved outdoor eating areas may 
be temporarily relocated away from the kerb side footpath activation zone to a location on the 
footpath against the property boundary in events of inclement weather. The relocated area must 
remain the same dimensions as the approved area so as to ensure adequate footpath space for 
pedestrians. Temporarily relocated tables and chairs must not be placed across doorways so as to 
ensure uninterrupted access and egress from the properties is maintained at all times. 
 

Consultation 
 
In accordance with Sections 610F and 705 of the Local Government Act 1993, the Draft Footpath 
Activation Policy and proposed fees were advertised through public exhibition for 28 days from 11 
February 2020 to 10 March 2020.  No submissions were received. 
 

Planning or Policy Implications 
 
Once approved by Council, the Footpath Activation Policy will be published on Council’s website 
for members of the public and circulated to Council Officers via email. 
 

Financial Implications 
 
There are no changes proposed to the existing fees for each of the activities covered under this 
Policy.  
 

Conclusion 
 
It is recommended that Council adopt the Draft Footpath Activation Policy. 
 

Recommendation 
That Council adopt the Draft Footpath Activation Policy. 
 

Attachments 
1⇩   Footpath Activation Policy   
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Footpath Activation Policy  
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(ITEM 15/20) ADOPTION OF AMENDED SECTION 7.12 LOCAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE CONTRIBUTIONS PLAN FOR BURWOOD TOWN 
CENTRE 

File No: 20/11007 
 
REPORT BY SENIOR STRATEGIC PLANNER    
 

Summary 
 
The draft amended Section 7.12 Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan for the Burwood Town 
Centre has been publicly exhibited. No submissions have been received. It is recommended that 
Council adopt the Plan.  
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
1.1.1 Provide a diverse range of strategies and initiatives that meet the needs of the community 
2.4.1.1 Optimise the experience of visitors to Council and implement a service centre at the new  
    Council Administration Offices  
 

Background 
 
Council at its meeting of 11 February 2020 considered a report on a proposed amendment to the 
Section 7.12 Contributions Plan for Burwood Town Centre. Council resolved to endorse the draft 
amended Section 7.12 Plan for public exhibition in accordance with the planning legislation. 
 

Proposed Amendment 
 
The proposed amendment to the Section 7.12 Plan for the Burwood Town Centre is a revision to 
the Works Schedule. In particular, the cost figure, to be funded by Section 7.12 contributions, for 
the Library and Community Hub expansion project would increase from $3,800,000 currently to 
$6,120,180, as a result of a tender process. 
 

Consultation 
 
The draft amended Section 7.12 Plan for the Burwood Town Centre was placed on public 
exhibition from 18 February 2020 to 17 March 2020. The exhibition material was made available at 
Council’s Administration Centre and on Council’s website. A notice was placed in the Inner West 
Courier on 18 February 2020 advising of the public exhibition.  
 
No submissions have been received. 
 

Planning or Policy Implications 
 
The proposed amendment to the Section 7.12 Contributions Plan would provide an up-to-date 
Works Schedule to reflect the outcome of a tender process. 
 

Financial Implications 
 
A Section 7.12 contributions plan provides a means to fund infrastructure and services. Funding of 
works is also supplemented by the funds received through grants, voluntary planning agreements 
and other charges. 
 
The planning legislation requires the proposed works and cost to be listed in the Work Schedule, in 
order for the works to be funded by contributions collected under the relevant contributions plan. 
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Conclusion 
The draft amended Section 7.12 Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan for the Burwood Town 
Centre has been publicly exhibited. Adoption of the Plan by Council is recommended. 
 
 

Recommendation(s) 
1. That Council adopt the amended Section 7.12 Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan for 

the Burwood Town Centre as exhibited. 
 
2. That Council give public notice of its adoption in accordance with legislative requirements 

and bring the amended Section 7.12 Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan into effect on 
the date that public notice of its adoption is given in a local newspaper. 

 

Attachments 
1⇩   Draft amended Section 7.12 Local Infrastructure Contributions Plan for Burwood Town 

Centre as exhibited 
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(ITEM 16/20) BUDGET REVIEW FOR QUARTER ENDING 31 DECEMBER 
2019 

File No: 20/1124 
 
REPORT BY CHIEF FINANCE OFFICER     
 

Summary 
 
The 2019-2020 Budget was adopted at the Council Meeting held on 25 June 2019 with a surplus of 
$40,999. The adopted budget was prepared on the basis of the organisational structure which 
includes three Divisions (Office of the General Manager, Corporate, Governance and Community, 
and Land, Infrastructure and Environment). 
 
This report provides Council with the financial results for the period ending 31 December 2019, 
2019-20 Financial Year. In accordance with Clause 203(1) of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 (the Regulation) the Responsible Accounting Officer is required to prepare and 
submit to Council a budget review statement no later than two months after the end of each quarter 
(except the June Quarter).  
 
The following Statement of Budget Income and Expenditure identifies a forecast funding surplus of 
$16,332 as at 31 December 2019 compared to the revised adopted forecast surplus of $19,894 as 
at 30 September 2019 which was adopted at the November 2019 Council Meeting. The reasons for 
the net decrease of $3,562 are outlined in the report. 
 
Amendment to the Budget Review for quarter ending 30 September 2019. A minor error has been 
detected in the November 2019 Council report with regard to the adopted Council Surplus, the 
report stated $29,665 should have been $40,999 and the September 2019 Surplus reported as 
$8,560 should have been $19,884.   
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
2.3.1 Identify and maintain additional revenue sources to ensure financial sustainability 
 
 

Background 
 
Included in this report is the budget forecast of Income and Expenditure Statement which is based 
on external and internal reporting consolidations to improve the transparency and consistency of 
reported information. This statement forms part of a group of statements which must be reported to 
Council on a quarterly basis in accordance with Clause 202(3) of the Regulation. These statements 
are known as the Quarterly Budget Review Statements (QBRS). 
 

Council's budget is prepared on a program basis and forecasts expected operating and capital 

income and expenditure for the year. To fund the budget, Council also utilises funds held in 

reserve that have accumulated in prior years such as Section 7.12 Local Infrastructure 

Contributions and Internally Restricted Reserves.  

 
The Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting require Council to 
prepare its General Purpose Annual Financial Reports in accordance with the Australian 
Accounting Standards. The major implications are that Council must adopt a general purpose 
format for financial reporting. 
 
This requires Council to: 
 
 implement full accrual accounting, including capitalisation of infrastructure assets 
 
 prepare consolidated financial statements incorporating all functions and entities under the 
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control of Council 
 adapt to a change in accounting focus from the fund result for the year (i.e. the movement in 

working funds) to the gain/(loss) from ordinary activities 
 
Each of these requirements is applied at the time of preparing the Annual Financial Reports at 30 
June each year. However, with respect to the budget process Council is still focusing on the 
funding result of reporting. The financial result for the year is determined and audited and the 
Financial Reports and Auditor's Report are included in Council's Annual Report. 
 
 

 
 
The material variations greater than $15,000 are detailed in the following section which are 
crossed referenced to the Income and Expenditure type on the face of the above report. 

BURWOOD COUNCIL

Statement of Budget Income & Expenditure

 as at 31 December 2019

Income

Adopted 

Variations

Type Budget September

Amended

Budget

Recommended

Amendments

Forecasted

Year End Reference Actuals

Rates & Annual Charges 29,503,409 479,708 29,983,117 89,625 30,072,742 1 30,043,820

User Charges & Fees 10,929,128 (70,000) 10,859,128 55,007 10,914,135 2 5,610,936

Interest & Investment Revenue 1,430,000 - 1,430,000 - 1,430,000 3 752,653

Other Revenue 4,723,116 110,000 4,833,116 276,774 5,109,890 4 2,604,961

Operating Grants & Contributions 3,289,052 87,842 3,376,894 49,824 3,426,718 5 1,570,234

Capital Grants & Contributions 4,530,000 2,345,750 6,875,750 1,056,594 7,932,344 6 6,453,211

Carryover Grants - 2,242,290 2,242,290 36,897 2,279,187 7 -

Total Income 54,404,705 5,195,590 59,600,295 1,564,721 61,165,016 47,035,813

Expenditure

Adopted 

Variations

Type Budget September

Amended

Budget

Recommended

Amendments

Forecasted

Year End Reference Actuals

Employment Costs 21,693,052 (719,000) 20,974,052 (577,402) 20,396,650 8 9,696,677

Borrowing Costs 332,401 - 332,401 - 332,401 9 149,149

Materials & Contracts 11,653,216 2,745,188 14,398,404 1,219,710 15,618,114 10 6,362,326

Depreciation 7,335,000 - 7,335,000 - 7,335,000 11 2,564,144

Other Expenses 9,783,252 186,422 9,969,674 (135,300) 9,834,374 12 4,535,193

Total Expenditure 50,796,921 2,212,610 53,009,531 507,008 53,516,539 23,307,489

Net Operating Result 3,607,784 2,982,980 6,590,764 1,057,713 7,648,477 23,728,324

Net Operating Result before Capital Items (922,216) 637,230 (284,986) 1,119 (283,867) 17,275,113

Funding Statement 

Net Operating Result 3,607,784 2,982,980 6,590,764 1,057,713 7,648,477 23,728,324

Add Back Non Cash Items

Depreciation 7,335,000 - 7,335,000 - 7,335,000 13 2,564,144

Movement in ELE - - - - - -

Adjusted Net Operating Result 10,942,784 2,982,980 13,925,764 1,057,713 14,983,477 26,292,469

Source of Capital Funds

Sale of Assets 950,000 - 950,000 - 950,000 14 374,448

Loan Funding - - - - - 15 -

Transferred From Section 7.12 3,278,000 9,091,415 12,369,415 4,111,000 16,480,415 16 -

Transferred From Reserves 3,511,500 8,642,168 12,153,668 995,000 13,148,668 17 12,936

Add Back Non Cash Property - - - - - -

Funds Available 18,682,284 20,716,563 39,398,847 6,163,713 45,562,560 26,679,853

Funds Utilised:

Acquistion of Assets 13,148,348 19,737,668 32,886,016 6,167,275 39,053,291 18 8,162,165

Loan Principal Repayment 707,937 - 707,937 - 707,937 19 340,804

Transfer to Section 7.12 4,030,000 1,000,000 5,030,000 - 5,030,000 20 -

Transfer to Reserves 755,000 - 755,000 - 755,000 21 -

Budget Result 40,999 (21,105) 19,894 (3,562) 16,332 18,176,884
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Total Income from continuing operations 
 
Income from continuing operations was originally forecast at $54,404,705. At the September 
review this was increased to $59,600,295.  As at December there is a further increase of 
$1,564,721 to $61,165,016. The major items resulting in this forecast income adjustment include: 
 
Reference 1 – Rates and Annual Charges - An increase in Council’s Rating Base of $89,625 
attributed to an increase in residential strata units coming on line and the re-categorisation of 
property within the Local Government Area of $79,762, an increase in Domestic Waste 
Management Charges of $5,182 and an increase in the Stormwater Service Charge of $4,681. 
 
Reference 2 – User Charges and Fees - An overall increase of $55,007 primarily due to the 
following: 
 

 An increase in Road Opening and Rock Anchor permits of $40,000. 

 

 An increase of $84,295 in Car Park income in relation to hire of Car Park for adjoining 

construction works. 

 

 An increase in Outdoor Eating Licences totalling $15,000 attributed to new customers 

coming on line. 

 

 A reduction in construction Hoarding Fees of $75,000 attributed to current building works 

within the Burwood Town Centre and Local Area nearing completion. 

 

 A decrease in Property income of $20,000 due to properties becoming vacant and not being 

able to get suitable tenants.   

 
There were other budget movements within the classification of User Charges and Fees which 
were under $15,000 resulting in little or no change to the actual overall budget. 
 
Reference 4 – Other Revenue - An overall increase of $276,774 primarily due to the following: 
 
An increase in Parking and Environmental Fines of $160,000. 

 
An increase in Shopping Trolley Impounding Fees of $100,000 due to the policing of 

abandoned shopping trolleys. 
 
There were other budget movements within the classification of User Charges and Fees which 
were under $15,000 resulting in little or no change to the actual overall budget. 
 
Reference 5 – Operating Grants and Contributions – An overall increase of $49,824 primarily 
due to the following: 
 
An increase of $16,561 Community Services Grants and Contributions, made up of CPI 

increases in various projects and a contribution from the Burwood RSL toward a volunteer 
network project.   
 

An increase of $33,263 in the Road Safety Officers funding from RMS which was not originally 
recognised. 

 
There were other budget movements within the classification of Operating Grants and 
Contributions which were under $15,000 resulting in little or no change to the actual overall budget. 
 
Reference 6 – Capital Grants and Contributions - An increase of $1,056,594 attributed to a 
Private Works/Restoration contribution associated with works within the Town Centre, specifically 
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for the Belmore/Wynne/Conder Streets precinct. The expenditure items are distributed within 
Reference 18 – Acquisition of Assets. 
 
Reference 7 – Carryover Grants - A total of $36,897 Grant monies which were unspent or 
prepaid in the 2018-2019 Financial Year have been brought forward after being approved by the 
funding authority. 
 
The expenditure items for these grant monies are distributed within Reference 10 - Materials and 
Contracts and Reference 12 – Other Expenses. 
 
Total Expenditure from continuing operations 
 
Expenditure from continuing operations was originally forecast at $50,796,921. At the September 
Review it was increased to $53,009,531. As at December 2019 there is a further increase of 
$507,008 to $53,516,539. The major items resulting in this forecast expenditure adjustment 
include: 
 
Reference 8 – Employment Costs - An overall decrease in Employee costs of $577,402 
attributed to, but not limited to, transfers from various Business Units Wages and Salaries 
components for the funding of Contractors – Temporary Staff who are employed to fill vacant 
positions within the organisation. Areas which required the transfers during the quarter from Wages 
and Salaries were General Managers Office, Media, Governance, DGM-LIE Administration, 
Information Technology, Landscaping, Enfield Aquatic Centre, Parking Enforcement, Operations 
Centre, Customer Service and Council’s Street Cleansing Service. 
 
Note: that there is a commensurate offset in Reference 10 – Materials and Contracts.   
 
There were other budget movements within the classification of Employee Costs which resulted in 
little or no change to the actual overall budget. 
 
Reference 10 – Materials and Contracts - An additional expenditure amount of $1,219,710 was 
attributed to various movements within Business Units throughout the budget. Significant 
movements and additional funding requests were: 
 
 Contracted Temporary Staff - $565,763 to fill various positions throughout the organisation. 

These funds were in part sourced from savings within Wages and Salaries respective 
budgets. Reference 8 – Employment Costs. 
 

 A $160,000 increase in Consultancy Fees associated with Property Administration $40,000, 
Development Applications Legals $30,000, Landscaping $20,000 and People & Culture 
$70,000. 

 
 $69,261 increase in Council Property Cleaning expenses associated with the Library and 

Burwood Park Community Centre due to additional cleaning requirements. 
 
 An additional $198,100 was required for operational Infrastructure works. 
 
 $95,000 in additional Legal Fees associated with development appeals. 
 
 $33,500 additional budget required for increased Security costs associated with patrolling 

Council’s buildings. 
 

 Additional budget was required totalling $31,902 for mechanical/electrical works carried out 
at Burwood Park, Operations Centre, Enfield Aquatic Centre Building and Henley Park.  

 
 A further $30,000 has been requested for Wangal Park and Operations Centre for 

Environmental monitoring as part of an ongoing programme. 
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 An amount of $30,897 and $6,000 was required for unexpended Grant monies being brought 
forward from 2018-19 Financial Year. Reference 7 – Carryover Grants. 

 
There were other budget movements within the classification of Materials and Contracts. These 
movements had no significant change to the actual overall budget or were transferred to Other 
Expenses. 
 
Reference 12 – Other Expenses - There was a decrease in expenditure for the December quarter 
in Other Expenses which amounted to $135,300. This was attributed to various movements within 
Business Units throughout the budget as follows:  
 
 An amount of $5,182 in Domestic Waste Management waste costs was included to offset 

additional income received during the quarter. Reference 1 – Rates and Annual Charges 
 

 An overall reduction in Advertising and Electricity charges of $37,700 and $45,661 
respectively through savings in the first half of year. 

 
 A reduction in Printing costs of $12,141 through savings in the first half of year. 
 
 Savings of $20,000 in Burwood Local Planning panel fees original budget overstated. 

 
 An amount of $30,000 in savings from the Wangal Park Trade Waste allocation partly 

offsetting additional funding for Environmental Monitoring. 
 
There were other budget movements within the classification of Other Expenses which were either 
offset with savings from within respective budgets or transferred to Materials and Contracts. 
 
Capital Expenditure 
 
Reference 18 – Acquisition of Assets - Council’s original adopted 2019-20 Capital Budget, per 
Delivery Plan, was $13,148,348. At the September review it was increased to $32,886,016.  As at 
December there is a further allocation of $6,167,275 bringing the total Capital Works programme to 
$39,053,291. 
 
Capital Plant, Equipment and Other Assets: 
 
Expenditure to 31 December 2019 represents 41.90% of the revised budget as shown in the table 
below.  
 
Property Acquisitions/Disposals: 
 
During the December quarter Council purchased 25 Car Parking Spaces at 27-31 Belmore Street, 
Burwood. The purchase price and associated costs totalled $1,541,000. 
 
Capital Works Program: 
 
During the December quarter review the Capital Program Working Party assessed and revised the 
2019-20 Capital Works Program based on recommendations from the respective Project 
Managers, the following adjustments have been made: 
 
An additional amount of $45,000 was required for the purchase of two plant items for the Parks 

and Gardens area of Council relating to streetscape maintenance and Henley Park. Funding 
will be sourced from Reserve Funds. Reference 17 – Transfer from Reserves. 
 

An overall increase of $60,000 for additional Infrastructure Road Works (deferral of Shelley and 
King Street projects totalling $205,000). Road works at 97 – 119 Burwood Road $45,000 and 
Assetic Cloud Management System $220,000. Funding will be sourced from Footpath and 
Kerb & Gutter Capital Works programme and Reference 17 – Transfer from Reserves 
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An overall reduction in Footpath Capital Works of $220,000 transferred to Roads Capital 

Works.  
  

An overall reduction of $145,000 in Infrastructure Kerb and Gutter Works (deferral of works   
and transfer to Road infrastructure programme). Funding sourced from Reserves. Reference 
17 – Transfer from Reserves. 

 
 $4,681 for additional Infrastructure Stormwater and Drainage Works. Funding will be sourced 

from additional Stormwater Management Charge. Reference 1 – Rates & Annual Charges. 
 

 Infrastructure Works – Private Works/Restorations an increase of $1,056,594 associated with 
construction works within the Burwood Town Centre. Reference 6 - Capital Grants and 
Contributions. 

 
An additional $55,000 for Traffic Facilities - Malvern Ave Pedestrian Crossing. Reference 17 – 

Transfer from Reserves. 
 

A reduction of $5,000 from Street Furniture, this has been transferred to Playground Equipment 
as part of the Woodstock Park Playground installation $30,000. In addition an extra $25,000 
has been moved from the Woodstock Gazebo project to the Woodstock Park Playground. 

 
An amount of $250,000 has been included in the Town Centre Burwood Road Upgrade stage 1 

for works between Woodside Ave and Livingstone Street. Funding will be sourced from 
Reference 16 – Transfer from Section 7.12 – Town Centre Contributions. 

 
 $1,541,000 has been included within the budget for the purchase of 25 Car Parking Spaces at 

27-31 Belmore Street, Burwood. Funding will be sourced from Property Reserves.  Reference 
16 – Transfer from Section 7.12 – Public Benefit Car Parking Reserves. 

 
 $3,520,000 additional funding towards the Library & Hub/ Council Chambers upgrade in 

accordance with revised Tender price. Funding will be sourced from Reference 16 – Transfer 
from Section 7.12 – Town Centre Contributions and Reference 17 – Transfer from Reserves. 
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Transfers to and From Reserves: 
 
Reference 16 – Transferred from Section 7.12 - An increase of $4,111,000 relating to the 
following projects: 
 
 Library & Hub/ Council Chambers upgrade - $2,320,000 

 
Purchase 25 Car Parking Spaces 27-31 Belmore Street - $1,541,000 
 
Town Centre Burwood Road Upgrade stage 1 - $250,000  
 
Reference 17 – Transferred from Reserves - An increase of $995,000 relating to the following 
projects: 
 
 Library & Hub/ Council Chambers upgrade - $1,200,000 

 
Deferral of Shelley Street Infrastructure Works - $250,000 

 
Plant purchases - $45,000 

Cash and Investments Budget Review Statement 

BURWOOD COUNCIL

Statement of Capital Income & Expenditure

 Budget Review as at 31 December 2019

Income

Adopted Variations

Capital Expenditure Budget September

Amended

Budget

Recommended

Amendments

Forecasted

Year End Reference Actuals

Renewal Assets (Replacement):

Fleet Capital Acquisitions Sales 1,450,000 795,000 2,245,000 45,000 2,290,000 18 386,766

Grant Funded Capital Works 135,334 33,833 169,167 - 169,167 18 -

Roads 1,150,000 1,145,000 2,295,000 60,000 2,355,000 18 250,573

Traffic Facilities 200,000 345,750 545,750 55,000 600,750 18 90,806

Footpaths 1,230,000 20,000 1,250,000 (220,000) 1,030,000 18 420,585

Kerb & Gutter 450,000 240,000 690,000 (145,000) 545,000 18 155,957

Drainage 913,014 1,280,000 2,193,014 4,681 2,197,695 18 69,548

Park Improvements 650,000 3,138,085 3,788,085 (25,000) 3,763,085 18 608,305

Playground Equip 120,000 - 120,000 30,000 150,000 18 -

Street Furniture 300,000 365,000 665,000 (5,000) 660,000 18 118,805

Restorations & Private Works 500,000 - 500,000 1,056,594 1,556,594 18 279,098

Library Collection 120,000 - 120,000 - 120,000 18 46,284

Lib Resources 30,000 - 30,000 - 30,000 18 7,471

IT Projects 400,000 130,000 530,000 - 530,000 18 182,869

Corporate Projects 350,000 - 350,000 - 350,000 18 56,260

Town Centre Beautification 600,000 45,000 645,000 250,000 895,000 18 464,658

Council Buildings 1,450,000 8,800,000 10,250,000 3,520,000 13,770,000 18 701,378

Enfield Pool 3,000,000 3,400,000 6,400,000 - 6,400,000 18 228,910

Car Parking - - - 1,541,000 1,541,000 18 1,541,000

Domestic Waste Collection 100,000 - 100,000 - 100,000 18 32,809

Total Capital Expenditure 13,148,348 19,737,668 32,886,016 6,167,275 39,053,291 5,642,081

Capital Funding

Rates & other Charges (778,848) 341,665 (437,183) (4,681) (441,864)

Capital Grants & Contributions (4,530,000) (2,345,750) (6,875,750) (1,056,594) (7,932,344) 17

Loan Funding - - - - -

Domestic Waste Charge (100,000) (100,000) (100,000)

Sale of Assets (950,000) - (950,000) - (950,000)

Reserves:

Section 7.12 Funding (3,278,000) (9,091,415) (12,369,415) (4,111,000) (16,480,415)

Reserve Funding (3,511,500) (8,642,168) (12,153,668) (995,000) (13,148,668)

Total Capital Funding (13,148,348) (19,737,668) (32,886,016) (6,167,275) (39,053,291)
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Council’s Current Unrestricted Cash is distorted as Council has received a high volume of rate 
revenue as at 31 December 2019. The Unrestricted Cash figure will fluctuate during the year as it 
will be used to fund planned expenditure. 
 
 
 

Opening 

Balance as at 

1 July 2019

Original 

Budget      

2019-20

Budget 

Review 

September 

2019-20

Budget 

Review 

December 

2019-20

Projected 

Year End 

Result

Actual YTD 

figures

000s 000s 000s 000s 000s

Total Cash, Cash Equivalents and 

Investment Securities 65,191             63,186          46,453         41,347         41,347         73,108          

Restrictions

External Restrictions

Developers Contributions 19,258 752 -8,091 -4,111 7,808           7,808            

Specific Purpose Unexpended Grants 3,054 -               -              -              3,054           3,054            

Loans 1,106               -               -1,105 -              1                 1                  

Stormwater Management -                  -               -              -              -               -               

Domestic Waste Management 2,276 -297 -              -              1,979           1,979            

Total External Restrictions 25,694 455 -9,196 -4,111 12,842         12,842          

Internal Restrictions

Plant & Vehicle Replacement 3,229 -250 -795 -45 2,139           2,139            

Employees Leave Entitlements 1,465 -               -              -              1,465           1,465            

Carry Over Works 2,368 -               -2,045 250              573              573              

Deposits, Retentions & Bonds 4,373 -               -              -              4,373           4,373            

Financial Assistance Grant (advance) 587 -               -              -              587              587              

Information Technology 438 -190 -              -              248              248              

WHS 303 -               -13 -              290              290              

Parking Meters Replacement 527 100 -365 -              262              262              

Property Sales 500 -               -              -              500              500              

Future Property Investment 7,640 -               -3,304 -1,200 3,136           3,136            

LATMs 250 -               -              -              250              250              

Woodstock Community Building 287 -               -              -              287              287              

Election 275 80 -              -              355              355              

Property Maintenance 1,924 -1,150 -              -              774              774              

Burwood Park Upgrade 1,186 -300 -              -              886              886              

Car Park Upgrades 574 -               -              -              574              574              

Enfield Aquatic Centre 

Maintenance/Upgrade 1,153 -900 -              -              253              253              

Road & Footpath Restorations 549 -               -              -              549              549              

Insurances 1,286 150              -50 -              1,386           1,386            

CCTV 434 -               -              -              434              434              

Organisational Alignment 500 -               -              -              500              500              

Technology Enhancements 1,250 -               -              -              1,250           1,250            

Payments in Advance 95 -               -              -              95                95                

Operations Centre 1,000 -               -              -              1,000           1,000            

Furniture & Equipment replacement 700 -               -546 154              154              

Town Centre festive decorations 250 -               -200 50                50                

Other 445 -               -219 -              226              226              

Total Internal Restrictions 33,588 -2,460 -7,537 -995 22,596         22,596          

Total Restrictions 59,282 -2,005 -16,733 -5,106 35,438         35,438          

Unrestricted Cash 5,909 5,909 5,909 5,909 5,909 37,670

Budget Review for quarter ended 31 December 2019

Cash & Investments
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Investments: 
 
Council’s investments have been made in accordance with its Investment Policy and the 
Investment Guidelines issued by the Minister for Local Government at the time of their placement. 
As at 31 December 2019, Council’s investment portfolio stood at $73,107,748. Council’s 
Investments are tabled on a monthly basis as a separate report. 
 
Cash: 
 
Council’s Finance Officers undertake a monthly bank reconciliation, which reconciles funds held in 
Council’s General Fund Bank Account with those within its ledger. The most recent reconciliation 
was undertaken on 6 January 2020 for the month ending 31 December 2019. The reconciliation 
was approved by the Financial Operations Officer and the balance in Council’s General Fund Bank 
Account totalled $2,783,221.89. 
 
Key Performance Indicators Statement 
 
In assessing an organisation’s financial position, there are a number of performance indicators that 
can assist to easily identify whether or not an organisation is financially sound. These indicators 
and their associated benchmarks, as stipulated by the Local Government Association of NSW and 
Shires Association of NSW are set out below. 
 

 
 
1. Operating Performance Ratio - The Operating Performance Ratio measures the ability of 

Council to contain operating expenditure within operating revenue excluding capital amounts. 
An indicator of “equal to or greater than zero percent”. 

 
2. Consolidated (Budget) Result - The Consolidated (Budget) Result is the increase or call on 

Council funds which shows the source and application of both Operating and Capital Income 
and Expenditure along with transfers to and from Reserves applicable to those activities. A 
Surplus is a positive financial indicator. 

 

Performance Indicator 2019-20 Original 

Budget

2019-20 Budget 

Sept Review

2019-20 Budget 

Dec Review

Local Government 

or NSW Treasury 

Corp Bench Mark

December Quarter 

Comments

1 Operating Performance Ratio -1.85% -0.54% -0.53% Greater or equal to 

break-even

Tracking to revised result

2 Consolidated Budget Result  $40,999            

Surplus 

 $19,894            

Surplus 

 $16,332            

Surplus 

N/A Current budget tracking to 

revised result.

3 Unrestricted Current Ratio 4.68:1 5.01:1 6.33:1 Greater or equal to 

1.5:1

Currently trending above the 

benchmark. However once 

Capital Works programme 

fully commences Council's 

Unrestricted Current Ratio 

will reduce.

4 Debt Service Result 2.09% 1.83% 1.81% Greater than Zero Tracking as per Budget. 

5 Rates and Annual Charges 

Outstanding %

102.93% 59.29% 40.94% Less than or equal 

to 5%

For the year to 31 December 

2019 Council has received 

$18,191,649 in payment of 

Rates, Annual Charges and 

Interest levied which 

equates to 59.06% paid.

6 Building and Infrastructure 

Renewals Ratio

185% 495% 643% >100% or 1:1 Ratio has improved due to 

additional infrastructure 

works added during the 

quarter, inparticular revised 

Library & Community Hub / 

Council Chambers tender 

pricing and additional 

Infrastructure works.
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3. Unrestricted Current Ratio - The Unrestricted Current Ratio is an industry based liquidity ratio 
which measures the serviceability of debt. Over time the preferred level of adherence has 
shifted from 2:1 (or $2 in cash for every $1 of debt) to 1.5:1. Some local government 
practitioners (including independent auditors) consider 1:1 is satisfactory. Council currently has 
a ratio of 6.33:1, however this will reduce once the Capital Works programme fully commences. 
A ratio greater than 1.5 is a positive financial indicator. 

 
4. Debt Service Result - This ratio measures annual debt service costs (Principal and Interest) 

against operating result before capital excluding interest and depreciation. NSW Treasury 
Corporation benchmark suggests an indicator at 2% minimum. A ratio of 2.1 or more is a 
positive financial indicator.  

 
5. Rates and Annual Charges Outstanding Percentage - This indicator measures the 

collectability of Council’s rates and annual charges revenue and highlights the strengths of 
collection policies and strategies. A ratio of 5% or less is a positive financial indicator. Currently 
Council has collected 59.06% of the Rates and Annual Charges raised, based on these figures 
a collection rate for the year will be in the same percentage band as previous years, below the 
OLG recommended 5% level. 

 
6. Building and Infrastructure Renewal Ratio - This ratio indicates the rate of 

renewal/replacement of existing assets as against the depreciation of the same category of 
Assets. A ratio greater than one is a positive financial indicator. 

 
Budget Review Contracts and Other Expenses 
 
Part A – Contracts Listing 
 
The Procurement section has advised that there was one contract entered into by Council during 
the quarter ending 31 December 2019 which was required to be reported.  
 

Contractors Contract Details and 
purpose 

Contract 
Value GST 

excl 

Commencement 
Date 

Duration 
of contract 

Budgeted 
(Y/N) 

The Green 
Horticultural 
Group 

Blair Park 
Irrigation/Turf/Drainage 
Upgrade 

$287,918 2 October 2019 4 months Y 

Intrec Fit out Library & 
Community Hub and 
Council Offices 

$9,354,522 20 December 
2019 

5 months Y 
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Part B – Legal Expenses 
 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
The current forecast budget result and the variations identified as part of the 31 December 2019 
Quarter review have been undertaken by the Executive Team and the Chief Finance Officer.  
 
There are a number of budget items that will require close monitoring and reviewed over the next 
six months, including Enforcement Fine income, Car Parking income, Development Application 
income, legal and consultancy expenses, Temporary Agency Staff expenses (the filling of current 
vacancies must become a priority in the next quarter), Wages and Salaries Overtime, Footpath and 
Kerb and Gutter Maintenance, Road and Footpath Restoration works and Enfield Aquatic Centre 
revenue and expenditure.  
 
Regulatory Compliance 
 
In compliance with the requirements of Clause 203(2) of the Regulation, the Responsible 
Accounting Officer must prepare and submit to Council a budget review statement and form an 
opinion as to whether the statements indicate that the financial position of the Council is 
satisfactory. The Chief Finance Officer has been appointed as the Responsible Accounting Officer 
by the General Manager. 
 
 

Type Individual Matter Expenditure

Year to Date 

Cost Recovery /

Fines

YTD

Advice Advertising Payphones JC Decaux 330.00

Advice Wynne Ave Carpark Emerald Sq car spaces purchase 31 Belmore St Burwood 696.00

Advice 27-31 Belmore Street Burwood 858.00

Advice Building Information Certificate 75B Cheltenham Road Croydon 1,050.00

Advice Library coffee cart lease - legal fees 1,470.00

Advice Homelessness in Burwood LGA incl Unattended articles and Impounding of articles 1,575.00

Advice Advice on Tesserent Firewall Contract 1,575.00

Advice 16 White St & Lot 1 Grantham St 1,586.98

Advice Advice on swimming pool fencing 1,626.00

Advice Monado Constructions Pty Ltd - 35AA Burwood Road building site conducting an activity without approval 1,678.00 15,112.60

Advice Heng Tai purchase Burwood Council ats Artmade Architectura - 25 parking spots 1,698.39

Land & Environment Court Appeal 21-23 Gladstone Street Burwood 1,716.60

Advice Removal of Trees 1,792.00

Advice 12-16 Boundary & 13-17 Grosvenor St Croydon 1,846.00

Advice George Street Car Park - occupation of council owned private parking spaces at ground floor loading 1,879.19

Advice Lease Leichhardt Tennis Academy 2,059.00

Advice 4 Railway Pde Burwood – Advice on Owners Consent 1. DA.2019.060 & DA.2019.068 2,493.00

Land & Environment Court 420 Parramatta Rd DA 2019/023 - Statement of Facts & Contentions 2,596.65

Advice 2&2A Comer St - Montessori Lease 2,812.50

Advice 12 Coronation Pde Enfield Sukkar Constructions Pty Ltd - DA Consent Breach 3,000.00 5,000.00

Advice 19-25 Everton Rd Strathfield TQM Design & Construct Pty Ltd 3,047.35 17,500.00

Advice Council vs Daoud Building Pty Ltd Consent breaches at building site 30 Wychbury Avenue Croydon 3,296.00 12,500.00

Advice 6 Railway Parade Burwood (DA52/2016) 3,478.00

Advice 37 Nicholson St LJ Construction Link P/L - Development not in accordance with consent 4,041.88 10,000.00

Advice Conder Street Project 6,456.43

Advice 77 Liverpoool Road 8,292.26

Advice 55a-57 Stanley Street Appeal DA14/2018 9,607.58

Land & Environment Court 11A Ethel Street Burwood 10,525.50

Land & Environment Court Appeal 10 Daisy Street - Class1 L&E Court Appeal Deemed Refusal DA2019.028 12,775.00

Advice 269 Georges River Rd Croydon Park Proposed 3 storey Boarding House 12,790.15

Advice Visy Recycling Contract Negotiations 13,344.64

Advice 40-46 Stanley St Burwood Proposed 5 Storey Boarding House – HDO 15,545.26

Advice 10 Daisy St - Enforcement Iglesia Ni Cristo Church 19,114.00

Land & Environment Court Appeal 10 Daisy Street - Class1 L&E Court Appeal Deemed Refusal DA2019.028 24,527.59

Land & Environment Court Appeal 4 George,1-3 Marmaduke & 7 Dean St DA.2019.040 & BD.2012.136 46,287.50

Land & Environment Court Appeal 12 Minna Street Burwood BD 2018.090 51,735.84

Land & Environment Court Appeal 4 George,1-3 Marmaduke & 7 Dean St DA.2019.040 & BD.2012.136 58,237.83

Supreme Court 13 Appian Way Burwood 85,528.73

Prosecution Appeal of Fine 248-250 Liverpool Road Enfield - Fine reduced -90,000.00

Advice 20A Angelo St Burwood - Liana Sugrono unlawful works 615.00

Advice 6 Woodside Ave Burwood - dog attack 1,949.00

Advice 63A Cheltenham Road Croydon 4,500.00

Advice Go-Pro Automotive NSW P/L, BD 2003.162 240 Parramatta Road 5,525.00

Advice 185 Georges River Rd Croydon Park - works without approval 10,500.00

Advice 116-118 Burwood Road Croydon Park - breach DA conditions 12,315.00

Land & Environment Court Appeal 21-23 Gladstone Street Burwood 20,000.00

Advice 7 Deane Street & 1-3 Marmaduke Street Burwood TQM Design & Construct Pty Ltd - Breach Stop Work 30,000.00

Rates Recovery Action 11,639.00

434,608.85 55,516.60

Annual Budget 762,500                
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The following is the Responsible Accounting Officer (Chief Finance Officer) opinion: 
 
“It is my opinion that the Quarterly Budget Review Statement for Burwood Council for the quarter 
ended 31 December 2019 indicated in the above report, takes into account and reflects the 
changing economic and other conditions that are currently impacting on Council. Council is in a 
satisfactory position however, it will be essential for the forecast Surplus to be continually 
monitored by the Executive and their immediate Managers during the remainder of the financial 
year, with particular attention being provided to maintaining revenue streams, monitoring 
expenditure especially the use of Temporary Agency Staffing resources and the monitoring of 
Council’s Capital Works programme if Council is to deliver the forecast surplus and pursue 
strategies to maintain Council’s financial sustainability.” 
 
 

Recommendation(s) 
 
1. That the Budget Review Statement of the 2019-2020 Budget as at 31 December 2019, 

including the statement by the Responsible Accounting Officer, Chief Finance Officer, be 
received and noted. 

 
2. That in accordance with Clauses 203 and 211 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 

2005, the revised estimates of income and expenditure for 2019-2020 surplus of $16,332, as 
shown in the report be approved and that Council’s adopted budget be adjusted accordingly 
and that the expenditure and income variations projected in the report be, and are hereby 
voted. 

 
3. That the Budget Review for the quarter ending 30 September 2019 be amended to reflect 

that the adopted Council Surplus should be $40,999 not $29,665 and that the September 
2019 Surplus should be $19,884 not $8,560 as report.  

 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report.  
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(ITEM 17/20) INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 JANUARY 2020 

File No: 20/4808 
 
REPORT BY CHIEF FINANCE OFFICER     
 

Summary 

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, this report 
details all money that Council has invested under Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
2.3.1 Identify and maintain additional revenue sources to ensure financial sustainability 
 

Background 
 
As provided for in Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, a report listing 
Council’s investments must be presented to Council.  
 
Council’s investments are made up of a number of direct investments some of which are managed 
or advised by external agencies. 
 
Investment Portfolio 
 
Council has a diversified investment portfolio and has a number of direct investments in term 
deposits.  Its investment portfolio as at 31 January 2020 is: 
 

 
As at 31 January 2020 Council held the following term deposits: 
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The following graph highlights Council’s investment balances for the past 12 months: 
 

 
 
Council’s investment portfolio is recognised at market value and some of its investments are based 
on the midpoint valuations of the underlying assets and are subject to market conditions that occur 
over the month. 
 
Council’s investment balances as at reporting date and for the previous two months are detailed in 
Attachment 1. Definitions on the types of investments are detailed in Attachment 2. 
 
Investment Performance and Market Commentary 
 
The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) at its 3 February 2020 Board Meeting kept the official cash 
rate at 0.75% per annum. According to the RBA Governor "…The Board took this decision to 
support employment growth and provide greater confidence that inflation will be consistent with the 
medium-term target. 
 
The outlook for the global economy remains reasonable, expectation is that it will be a little 
stronger this year and next than it was last year with inflation remaining low. The US-China trade 
and technology disputes are continuing to affect international trade flows and investment as 
businesses scale back spending plans due to the increased uncertainty. Another source of 
uncertainty is the coronavirus, which is having a significant effect on the Chinese economy at 
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present, however it is too early to determine how long-lasting the impact will be.  
 
The Australian economy is expected to grow by around 2¾ per cent this year and 3 per cent next 
year, which would be a step up from the growth rates over the past two years. In the short term, 
the bushfires and the coronavirus outbreak will temporarily weigh on domestic growth. The 
household sector has been adjusting to a protracted period of slow wages growth and, last year, to 
a decline in housing prices, with the result that consumption has been quite weak. The overall 
outlook is also being supported by the low level of interest rates, recent tax refunds, ongoing 
spending on infrastructure, a brighter outlook for the resources sector and, later this year, an 
expected recovery in residential construction. 
 
The unemployment rate in December declined to 5.1 per cent, which is expected to remain around 
this level for some time, before gradually declining to a little below 5 per cent in 2021. Wage growth 
remains subdued and there is little upward pressure at present, with strong labour demand being 
met by more supply. A further gradual lift in wages growth would be a welcome development. 
Taken together, recent labour market outcomes suggest that the Australian economy can sustain 
lower rates of unemployment. 
 
Taking account of the available information, the Board judged it appropriate to keep the cash rate 
at 0.75%. The Board will continue to monitor developments in the labour market closely and adjust 
monetary policy if needed to support sustainable growth in the economy and the achievement of 
the inflation target over time.…” Statement by Philip Lowe, Governor: Monetary Policy Decision – 3 
January 2020. 
 
The following graph provides information on the current RBA monetary policy: 
 

 
 
 

Recommendations(s) 
 
1. That the investment report for 31 January 2020 be received and endorsed. 
 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be received and noted. 
 

 

Attachments 
1⇩   Investment Register January 2020 1 Page  
2⇩   Investment Types 1 Page  
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Types of Investments 
 
Council’s investment portfolio consists of the following types of investment: 
 
1. Cash and Deposits at Call – Cash and Deposits at Call accounts are a flexible savings 

facility providing a competitive rate of interest for funds which are at call (available within 
24hours). These accounts enable us to control Council’s cashflows along with council’s 
General Fund Bank account. Interest rates are updated in accordance with movements in 
market rates.  

 
The following investments are classified as Cash and Deposits at Call: 
 
 Commonwealth Bank of Australia – Operating Bank Account AA- 
 Commonwealth Bank of Australia – Online Saver AA- 
 AMP Business Saver and Notice – At Call/Notice A 

 
2. Floating Rate Notes (FRN) - FRNs are a contractual obligation whereby the issuer has an 

obligation to pay the investor an interest coupon payment which is based on a margin above 
bank bill. The risk to the investor is the ability of the issuer to meet the obligation. 

 
FRNs are either sub-debt or senior-debt which means that they are guaranteed by the bank 
that issues them with sub-debt notes rated a notch lower than the bank itself. The reason for 
this is that the hierarchy for payments of debt in event of default is: 

 
a. Term Deposits 
b. Global Fixed Income Deposits 
c. Senior Debt 
d. Subordinated Debt 
e. Hybrids 
f. Preference shares 
g. Equity holders 

 
In the case of default, the purchaser of subordinated debt is not paid until the senior debt 
holders are paid in full. Subordinated debt is therefore more risky than senior debt.  
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(ITEM 18/20) INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 29 FEBRUARY 2020 

File No: 20/10130 
 
REPORT BY CHIEF FINANCE OFFICER     
 

Summary 

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, this report 
details all money that Council has invested under Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
2.3.1 Identify and maintain additional revenue sources to ensure financial sustainability 
 

Background 
 
As provided for in Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, a report listing 
Council’s investments must be presented to Council.  
 
Council’s investments are made up of a number of direct investments some of which are managed 
or advised by external agencies. 
 
Investment Portfolio 
 
Council has a diversified investment portfolio and has a number of direct investments in term 
deposits.  Its investment portfolio as at 29 February 2020 is: 
 

 
 
As at 29 February 2020 Council held the following term deposits: 
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The following graph highlights Council’s investment balances for the past 12 months: 
 

 
 
Council’s investment portfolio is recognised at market value and some of its investments are based 
on the midpoint valuations of the underlying assets and are subject to market conditions that occur 
over the month. 
 
Council’s investment balances as at reporting date and for the previous two months are detailed in 
Attachment 1. Definitions on the types of investments are detailed in Attachment 2. 
 
Investment Performance and Market Commentary 
 
The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) at its 3 March 2020, Board Meeting decided to lower the 
official cash rate by 25 basis points to 0.50 per cent. According to the RBA Governor "…The Board 
took this decision to support the economy as it responds to the global coronavirus outbreak. 
 
The coronavirus has clouded the near-term outlook for the global economy and means that global 
growth in the first half of 2020 will be lower than expected. Prior to the outbreak, there were signs 
that the slowdown in the global economy that started in 2018 was coming to an end. It is too early 
to tell how persistent the effects of the coronavirus will be and at what point the global economy will 
return to an improving path. Policy measures have been announced in several countries, including 
China, which will help support growth. Inflation remains low almost everywhere and unemployment 
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rates are at multi-decade lows in many countries.  
 
The Australian economy is suffering from the coronavirus particularly in the education and travel 
sectors. The uncertainty that it is creating is also likely to affect domestic spending. As a result, 
GDP growth in the March quarter is likely to be noticeably weaker than earlier expected. Given the 
evolving situation, it is difficult to predict how large and long-lasting the effect will be. Once the 
coronavirus is contained, the Australian economy is expected to return to an improving trend. This 
outlook is supported by the low level of interest rates, high levels of spending on infrastructure, the 
lower exchange rate, a positive outlook for the resources sector and expected recoveries in 
residential construction and household consumption.  
 
The unemployment rate has increased to 5.30 per cent over recent months from 5.25 per cent. 
Wages growth remains subdued and is not expected to pick up for some time. A gradual lift in 
wages growth would be a welcome development and is needed for inflation to be sustainable 
within the 2-3 per cent target range. 
 
Taking account of the available information, the Board judged it appropriate to ease monetary 
policy further by reducing the cash rate by 25 basis points to 0.50 per cent, to provide additional 
support to employment and economic activity. The Board will continue to monitor developments 
closely and to assess the implications of the coronavirus on the economy.” Statement by Philip 
Lowe, Governor: Monetary Policy Decision – 3 March 2020. 
 
The following graph provides information on the current RBA monetary policy: 
 

 
 
 

Recommendations(s) 
 
1. That the investment report for 29 February 2020 be received and endorsed. 
 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be received and noted. 
 

 

Attachments 
1⇩   Investment Register February 2020 1 Page  
2⇩   Investment Types 1 Page  
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Types of Investments 
 
Council’s investment portfolio consists of the following types of investment: 
 
1. Cash and Deposits at Call – Cash and Deposits at Call accounts are a flexible savings 

facility providing a competitive rate of interest for funds which are at call (available within 
24hours). These accounts enable us to control Council’s cashflows along with council’s 
General Fund Bank account. Interest rates are updated in accordance with movements in 
market rates.  

 
The following investments are classified as Cash and Deposits at Call: 
 
 Commonwealth Bank of Australia – Operating Bank Account AA- 
 Commonwealth Bank of Australia – Online Saver AA- 
 AMP Business Saver and Notice – At Call/Notice A 

 
2. Floating Rate Notes (FRN) - FRNs are a contractual obligation whereby the issuer has an 

obligation to pay the investor an interest coupon payment which is based on a margin above 
bank bill. The risk to the investor is the ability of the issuer to meet the obligation. 

 
FRNs are either sub-debt or senior-debt which means that they are guaranteed by the bank 
that issues them with sub-debt notes rated a notch lower than the bank itself. The reason for 
this is that the hierarchy for payments of debt in event of default is: 

 
a. Term Deposits 
b. Global Fixed Income Deposits 
c. Senior Debt 
d. Subordinated Debt 
e. Hybrids 
f. Preference shares 
g. Equity holders 

 
In the case of default, the purchaser of subordinated debt is not paid until the senior debt 
holders are paid in full. Subordinated debt is therefore more risky than senior debt.  
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(ITEM 19/20) 2020 NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT - CANBERRA 

File No: 20/10259 
 
REPORT BY ACTING EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE GENERAL MANAGER – OFFICE OF 

THE GENERAL MANAGER    
 

Summary 
 
This report is to inform Council that the 2020 National General Assembly of Local Government 
(NGA20) will be held at the National Convention Centre in Canberra from 14 to 17 June 2020.  
Council may nominate one Voting Delegate, and Council is requested to consider the delegate and 
nominated observers to attend the NGA20. 
 
The theme for the 26th annual NGA is “Working Together for Our Communities”, which 
acknowledges the need to work together as a sector, with other levels of government and non-
government partners to tackle major challenges communities are facing.  
 
NGA20 this year will consider what councils can do today to get ready for the challenges, 
opportunities and changes that lie ahead. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
2.5.1  Provide strong leadership and advocacy on behalf of the community. 
 

Financial Implications 
 
Below are approximate costs per person to attend the conference in Canberra: 
 
          $ 
 Early Bird Registration Fee          989.00 

(Payment due by Friday 8 May 2020) 
 
 Conference Dinners  

Monday 15 June 2020           115.00 
Tuesday 16 June 2020           150.00 

 
 Return Air Fare to Canberra    250.00 - 350.00 
 

Or Travel by Car  
 
 Hotel Accommodation per Night   400.00 – 450.00 
 

Councillors using private vehicles will be reimbursed in accordance with the Rate 
payable for claims by Council Officers under the NSW (Local Government) State 
Award, subject to the cost not exceeding the average air fare of other Councillors who 
flew or, if no other Councillor flew, the Flexible Economy Class air fare to the same 
destination available at the time of the conference. 

 
The above expenses will be met by Council in accordance with the Councillors’ Expenses and 
Facilities Policy.  If spouses/partners wish to accompany Councillors to the NGA20, all costs, 
including any additional air fare/accommodation costs, must be met by the Councillor or 
spouse/partner. 
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Recommendation(s) 
 
1. That Council nominate the Mayor, or his alternative, as the Voting Delegate for the 2020 

National General Assembly of Local Government (NGA20) to be held from 14 to 17 June 
2020 in Canberra. 

 
2. That Council determines the attendance of Councillors and the General Manager as 

observers at the 2020 National General Assembly of Local Government (NGA20) from 14 to 
17 June 2020 in Canberra. 

 
3. That Councillors confirm to the General Manager by 3 April 2020 of their availability to attend. 
 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report.   
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(ITEM RC1/20) BURWOOD LOCAL TRAFFIC COMMITTEE - MARCH 2020 

File No: 20/11257 
 
REPORT BY MANAGER TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT    
 
Summary 
 
Attached are the Minutes of the Burwood Local Traffic Committee from its meeting of March 2020.  
The Minutes are hereby submitted to the Ordinary Council Meeting for consideration and adoption 
by Council. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
4.1.5 - Work with RMS and Transport NSW in the development of integrated transport plans  
 

Recommendations 
 
That the minutes of the Burwood Local Traffic Committee of March 2020 be noted and the 
recommendations of the Committee as detailed below be adopted as a resolution of the Council. 
 
(ITEM LTC1/20) BURWOOD ROAD, BURWOOD - EVENING TRAFFIC CONGESTION 
MANAGEMENT 

Recommendation 
1. That Council approve the conversion of the existing ‘1/2P Parking’ area on the eastern side of 

Burwood Road between Meryla Street and Wilga Street to ‘1/2P Parking 8:30am-5:00pm 
Monday-Friday,8:30am-12:30pm Saturday’, ‘No Parking 5:00pm – 7:00pm Monday to Friday’  
for a trial period of six months. 

2. That a report be presented back to the Burwood Local Traffic Committee with the findings of the 
review following the trial period with a recommendation to keep or discard the weekday evening 
peak ‘No Parking’ restrictions. 

 
(ITEM LTC2/20) VICTORIA STREET, BURWOOD - INTRODUCTION OF NEW ON-STREET 
PARKING 

Recommendation 
That Council approve the conversion of the existing ‘No Stopping 5am – 6pm Fri – Wed and 5am – 
10pm Thurs’ on the southern side of Victoria Street between the driveways of #28 and #34 to ‘2P 
Ticket 9am – 6pm Monday – Saturday’ parking. 
 
(ITEM LTC3/20) ROWLEY STREET BURWOOD - PROPOSED 1P PARKING RESTRICTIONS 

Recommendation 
That Council approve the proposed installation of ‘1P - 8.00am – 6.00pm Monday to Friday and 
8.00am – 1.00pm Saturday - Permit holders excepted Area 11’ parking restrictions fronting #2 to 
#4A Rowley Street Burwood. 
 
(ITEM LTC4/20) EVERTON ROAD STRATHFIELD - RELOCATION OF MAIL ZONE 

Recommendations 
1. That Council approve the installation of a new ‘Mail Zone’ to front 19-21 Everton Road 

Strathfield for a length of 8m. 
2. That Council approve the conversion of the redundant ‘Mail Zone’ on the southern side of 
Everton Road to ‘2P Ticket 9.00am – 6.00pm Monday to Saturday & Public Holidays’ parking. 
 
(ITEM LTC5/20) JERSEY ROAD STRATHFIELD - PROPOSED NO PARKING RESTRICTIONS 

Recommendation 
That Council approve the installation of ‘No Parking’ restrictions for a total length of 6m fronting 14A 
Jersey Road Strathfield. 
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(ITEM LTC6/20) SHAFTESBURY ROAD, BURWOOD – CONSTRUCTION OF PEDESTRIAN 
REFUGE ISLAND   

Recommendation 
That Council approve the construction of a pedestrian refuge island on Shaftesbury Road Burwood, 
just south of Arthursleigh Street, as per the plan attached in the report. 
 
(ITEM LTC7/20) FROGGATT CRESCENT CROYDON - REQUEST FOR 2P PARKING 
RESTRICTIONS 

Recommendation 
 
That Council approve the installation of 2P 8.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Friday and 8.00am to 
12.30pm Saturday Permit Holders Excepted Area 6 along the western side of Froggatt Crescent 
Croydon. 
 
(ITEM LTC8/20) YOUNG STREET, CROYDON - EXTENDED HOURS OF BUS ZONE 

Recommendation 
That Council approve extending the current bus zone operating hours to 7.30am – 7.00pm Monday 
– Friday, for the bus stop located outside Presbyterian Ladies Collage (PLC) on Young Street, 
Croydon.  
 
(ITEM LTC9/20) MORWICK STREET, STRATHFIELD – REMOVAL OF CLEARWAY PARKING 
RESTRICTIONS 

Recommendation 
That Council approve the replacement of ‘Clearway 6.30am-9.30am, 3.30pm-6.30pm Mon-Fri’, 1P 
9.30am-3.30pm Mon-Fri, 8.00am-1.00pm Sat Permit Holders Excepted Area 7’ with ‘Bus Zone’ and 
1P 8am-600pm Mon-Fri, 8am-1pm Sat Permit Holders Excepted Area 7’ on the southern side of 
Morwick Street east of The Boulevarde. 
 
(ITEM LTC10/20) EASTER IN THE PARK - ROLLING ROAD CLOSURE ON BURWOOD ROAD 
BURWOOD 2020 

Recommendations 
1. That Council approve the annual Easter in the Park Parade along Burwood Road from St Paul’s 

Anglican Parish Church to Burwood Park on Saturday 4 April 2020 commencing at 10.00am. 
2. The organisers/marshals are requested to ensure that all participants remain within the 

confines of the northbound lane of Burwood Road. 
3. That the Parade be noted as being a Class 3 Event. 
 
(ITEM LTC11/20) ANZAC COMMEMORATIVE DAWN SERVICE 2020 - ROAD CLOSURE 

Recommendations 
1. That Council approve the temporary road closure on the northern side of Church Street on 

Saturday 25 April 2020 commencing at 5.00am for the purpose of organising participants. 
2. That Council approve the rolling road closure from Church Street onto Burwood Road to 

Burwood Park on Saturday 25 April 2020 commencing at 6.00am. 
3. That organisers/marshals be requested to ensure that all participants remain within the confines 

of the west bound lane of Church Street and northbound lane on Burwood Road. 
4. That Council and RMS note that this is a Category 3 event. 
 

Attachments 
1⇩   March 2020 Burwood Local Traffic Committee Agenda   
2⇩   March 2020 Burwood Local Traffic Committee Minutes   
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(ITEM IN11/20) PETITIONS 

File No: 20/9164 
 
REPORT BY GOVERNANCE OFFICER     
 
Summary 
 
Petitions received are reported to Council on a monthly basis. Council has received two petitions 
since the February 2020 Council Meeting. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
2.1.1 Provide opportunities for discussions and report decisions back to the community 
 
Background 
 

Date 
Received 

Petition Subject No. of 
Households 

and 
Businesses 
within the 

LGA 

No. of 
Households 
outside the 

LGA 

Responsible 
Council 
Division 

11 February 
2020 

Petition received requesting that 
Council resolve the issue of 
‘offensive noise’ emanating from 
unit 5 of 51-53 Railway Crescent 
Burwood and to require the 
occupants of said unit to 
substantially limit their noise levels. 
 

5 0 Land, 
Infrastructure 
and 
Environment 

11 February 
2020 

Petition received requesting that 
Council install the following 
measures to reinvigorate 
businesses in the suburb of 
Burwood: 
 
Establishment of a small 

business hardship grant 
Establishment of a fund for a 

“Better Home Better Burwood” 
public relations campaign 

Carry out pest control and 
germicidal spray for commercial 
shops  
 

35 0 Land, 
Infrastructure 
and 
Environment, 
and 
Corporate, 
Governance 
and 
Community 

 
Comments 
 
That Council notes that the Petitions have been referred to the appropriate Council Officers for 
attention. 
 

 No Decision – Information Item Only 
 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report.  
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(ITEM IN12/20) POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR THE GENERAL MANAGER - 
REPORT FOR PERIOD OF DECEMBER 2019 TO FEBRUARY 2020  

File No: 20/10292 
 
REPORT BY ACTING EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE GENERAL MANAGER – OFFICE OF 

THE GENERAL MANAGER    
 

Summary 
 
At the Council Meeting of 28 May 2019, Council resolved to delegate to Tommaso Briscese a 
general Power of Attorney. 
 
The resolution included a request for a report to Council every three months on all documents 
signed under the general Power of Attorney. 
 
Council notes that the following documents were signed under Power of Attorney between 
December 2019 and February 2020: 
 
 Lease of 2 and 2A Comer Street Burwood. Presented to Council on 24 September 2019, 

Item 78/19. 

 

 Burwood Council Library and Community Hub at 2 and 8 Conder Street Burwood – 

Execution of contract – Burwood Council and Intrec. Presented to Council on 26 November 

2019, Item 102/19.  

 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
2.1.3 Ensure transparent and accountability in decision making 
 
 

No Decision – Information Item Only 
 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report.  
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(ITEM IN13/20) ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE - COUNCIL 
MEETING OF 11 FEBRUARY 2020 

File No: 20/9521 
 
REPORT BY GOVERNANCE OFFICER     
 
Summary 
 
At the Council Meeting of 11 February 2020 the following Questions without Notice (QWN) were 
submitted by Councillors. Council Officers responded to the QWN and Councillors were notified on 
4 March 2020 of the outcome of the QWN. 
 
Operational Plan Objective 
 
2.1.3 Ensure transparency and accountability in decision making. 
 
This is now submitted as part of the Council Agenda for Public Notification: 
 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE – COUNCIL MEETING OF 11 FEBRUARY 2020 

Question Response 

Councillor Lesley Furneaux-Cook 
 
Question 1: 
 
A number of trees on Burwood Road 
needed to be removed for various 
reasons. Will they be replaced? 
 

Manager Design, Assets & Design 
 
 
 
Council has planted twenty nine (29) Magnolia Trees 
along Burwood Rd as part of the beautification works 
recently completed for the town centre. Nine (9) of those 
trees were planted in ground and twenty (20) in pots.  
The planting of these trees are considered a replacement 
the 4 that were removed due to health of the tree or 
conflicts in structure and growth patterns. 
 

Councillor Lesley Furneaux-Cook 
 
Question 2: 
 
I noticed struts in the basement of 2-14 
Elsie Street Burwood. Why are they 
there? 
 

Group Manager Property 
 
 
 
The Strata Management company responsible for the 
building, John Hill & Co, have advised as follows: 
 
“This is because there has been concrete spalling at the 
slip joints of the beams. The loose concrete was removed 
and the areas made safe. Burwood Council issued a 
notice to the building strata owners that the areas of 
spalling be propped while engineers were consulted to 
provide a remedial solution. It should be noted that the 
engineer report stated that the building is structurally 
sound.  
A solution has been designed and after a tender process 
a building contract has been issued and is awaiting 
review and execution by the parties.  
Remedial construction work should commence in 
approximately one month and completed over a 12 week 
period. The props will be systematically removed as the 
work progresses.” 
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE – COUNCIL MEETING OF 11 FEBRUARY 2020 

Councillor Heather Crichton 
 
Question 1: 
 
Can the General Manager investigate 
if our current budget would allow us to 
engage an economic 
development/public place making 
manager for a twelve month period? 
 

General Manager 
 
 
 
The current organisational structure does not contain a 
position of economic development/public place making 
manager, therefore no funds have been allowed in the 
current budget for such a position. The Councillor’s 
comments will be taken into account as part of the 
organisational structure review currently underway. 
 

 
 
 

No Decision – Information Item Only 
 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report.     
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