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BURWOOD COUNCIL,

Trading as CHELTENHAM RD PARK DEVELOPMENT,

ABN 84 362 114 428,

PO BOX 240,

BURWOOD   NSW   1805

STANDARD POST

Attention: Mr. Peter Cormican

Notice Number 1038663

File Number 501658

Date   02-Jul-2004

APPROVAL OF THE SURRENDER OF LICENCE NO. 4522

BACKGROUND
A. The following licensee(s):

BURWOOD COUNCIL

84362114428

applied to the Environment Protection Authority (“EPA”) to surrender Environment Protection
Licence No. 4522 (“the licence”) issued under the Protection of the Environment Operations
Act 1997 (“the Act”). The licence authorises the carrying out of Scheduled Activity - Premises
Based at 34 CHELTENHAM ROAD, CROYDON, NSW.

B. The EPA received the application on 17-Jun-2004.

APPROVAL OF THE SURRENDER OF A LICENCE
1. The surrender of licence No. 4522 is approved.

2. The approval of the surrender is subject to the following conditions:
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PART A - GENERAL CONDITIONS

3. The licensee must provide the EPA with an Annual Return in relation to compliance with the
conditions of licence No. 4522 during the period beginning on the last licence anniversary date
and ending on the date that the surrender of the licence takes effect as set out in paragraph 4
below.

a) The Annual Return must be supplied to the EPA within 60 days of the date from which this
notice operates (see note at the end of this licence).

b) The content and form of the Annual Return must be in accordance with those licence
conditions.

c) The Annual Return must be signed in accordance with those licence conditions.

4. Except as provided by section 84(2) of the Act, the approval of the surrender of the licence by
this notice begins at the expiry of 21 days from when you are given this notice, unless another
date is specified in this notice.

5. Section 84(2) of the Act provides that the approval of the surrender of a licence does not
operate:

until the expiry of the period of 21 days after you are given notice of the decision to approve
the surrender of the licence is given, or

if an appeal against the decision is lodged within that period, until the Land and
Environment Court confirms the decision or the appeal is withdrawn, or

until you notify the EPA in writing that no appeal is to be made against the decision,

whichever first occurs.
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PART B - CONDITIONS RELATING TO THE CLOSURE, CAPPING, REHABILITATION AND
POST CLOSURE MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING OF THE PREMISES

6. The Council must install landfill gas controls, final capping and sediment and erosion controls,
and conduct monitoring at the premises subject to the following conditions.

LANDFILL GAS

7. Landfill gas controls comprising:

a) a landfill gas emission control perimeter drain with nine (9) sampling points (known
as points S1 to S9 inclusive),

b) two (2) passive landfill gas vents (known as points MV1 and MV2), and

c) three (3) landfill gas collector wells (known as points W1, W2 and W3)

must be installed in accordance with drawing number 052.0032/05 “Gas Emission Control
Perimeter Drain, February 2004,” provided in Appendix 6 of the report “Cheltenham Road
Landfill Final Closure Plan”, prepared by Hopman Consulting Services, and dated March 2004
(“the Final Closure Plan”).

8. The media in the perimeter drain must be free draining with a calcium carbonate content of less
than 10% by weight.

9. The membrane in the landfill gas perimeter drain (as depicted in drawing number 052.0032/05
in the Final Closure Plan) must have a minimum thickness of 0.7mm and must be installed in
accordance with the manufacturer’s recommended QA/QC procedures.

10. The landfill gas controls referred to in conditions 7,8 and 9 must be installed: (a) before 30
June 2006 OR (b) within two months after completion of the installation of the landfill capping
(refer to conditions 19,20 and 21); whichever occurs the earliest.

11. The Council must maintain the activated carbon filters (as depicted in drawing number
052.0032/05 in the Final Closure Plan) in a manner that ensures their effective operation.

12. The Council must undertake landfill gas monitoring for methane in accordance with the
following table:
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TABLE 12

Sampling
points

Frequency Method

GW16 Quarterly Special
method 1

GW1 to GW15,
GW17 to GW21
and GW 23

upon completion of  installation of capping layer then quarterly
Special method 1

Sampling points S1 to
S9 inclusive

upon completion of  installation of capping layer then quarterly
Special method 1

Gas collector
wells

W1, W2 and W3

upon completion of  installation of capping layer then quarterly
Special method 1

For the purpose of the above table 12:

a) the sampling points referenced in the table are as depicted in drawing number
052.0032/05 provided in appendix 6 of the Final Closure Plan;

b)  “Special Method 1” means in accordance with the “Draft Method Statement for Gas
Monitoring for Cheltenham Landfill Final Closure Pan” provided as an attachment to
the Council’s letter of 3 May 2004 to the EPA.

c) In addition to the requirements of the Method Statement in  b) above, the Council must
record the ambient air pressure at the time of monitoring.

13. Should the results of the methane monitoring required by condition 12 indicate methane
concentrations in excess of 1.25% methane (v/v) in GW 16, GW 1 to GW 21 inclusive and/or
GW23  the Council must:

a) notify the EPA within 24 hours,

b) undertake as soon as practicable, further monitoring for methane and carbon
dioxide in those wells where methane concentrations in excess of 1.25% (v/v) were
detected; and

c) within 30 days provide the EPA with a written report on proposed upgrades to the
gas management system to ensure that methane concentrations in the well(s) are
reduced and remain below 1.25% (v/v) and that landfill gas does not migrate off the
premises through the strata.
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14. The Council must report to the EPA the results of the gas monitoring required by condition 12
(other than those results required to be reported according to condition 13) by 30 June 2005
and annually thereafter.

GROUNDWATER MONITORING

15. The Council must undertake  groundwater monitoring at wells W1, W2 and W3, BC-MW1, BC-
MW2, BCMW3, GW 2, GW19 and GW 23, as depicted on drawing number 052.0032/05
provided in appendix 6 of the Final Closure Plan, in accordance with the following table:
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Table 15
Pollutant Units of

measure
Frequency Sampling Method

Standing water level AHD Six monthly In situ measurement

PH PH Six monthly Representative sample

Electrical Conductivity MS/cm Six monthly Representative sample

Arsenic mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Ammonia mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Nitrate and Nitrite mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Total Kjeldahl nitrogen mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Alkalinity mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Calcium mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Cadmium mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Chloride mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Chromium mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Fluoride mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Iron mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Magnesium mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Lead mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Mercury mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Nickel mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Potassium mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Sodium mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Sulphate mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Total Organic Carbon (TOC) mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Total phenolics mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Zinc mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

Total Cations meq/L Six monthly Representative sample

Total Anions meq/L Six monthly Representative sample

Actual (Anion/ Cation)
difference

meq/L Six monthly Representative sample

C6 to C9 mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

C9 to C36 mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

BTEX mg/L Six monthly Representative sample

16. The Council must conduct the first round of monitoring required in condition 15 (above) no later
than six months after the closure of the landfill premises (ie. The date when the last load of
waste was accepted). The groundwater monitoring is subsequently required to be conducted
every six months for a total period of three (3) years following the completion of landfilling.
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17. Should the monitoring results required by conditions 15 and 16 indicate ammonia
concentrations in excess of 10 mg/L, (in wells other than W1, W2, W3 and BC-MW2), the
Council must:

d) notify the EPA within 7 days of Council receiving the results; and

e) within 45 days of Council receiving the results, provide the EPA with a written report
on an interpretation of the groundwater monitoring results and advice on whether
the data is indication off-site migration of leachate and any proposed mitigation
measures.

18. The Council must report to the EPA the results of the groundwater monitoring required by
conditions 15 and 16 (other than those results required to be reported by condition 17) by 30
June 2005 and annually thereafter.

LANDFILL CAPPING

19. Landfill capping, comprising a support layer, a seal layer and a revegetation layer must be
installed at the premises by 30 April 2006 in accordance with Section 5.2 of the Final Closure
Plan and drawing 052.0032/02 provided in Appendix 6 of the Final Closure Plan.

20. The seal and revegetation layers must be Virgin Excavated Natural Material (VENM) as
defined in Schedule 1 of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997.

21. The seal layer must have a maximum permeability of 10 –7 metres per second.

22. Within 6 months of completion of the installation of the landfill cap, the landfill gas perimeter
drain and the landfill gas collector wells, the Council must provide the EPA with a written report:

a) advising of their installation,

b) providing evidence that the media installed in the landfill gas perimeter drain is free
draining and has a calcium carbonate content of less than 10%,

c) providing the results of the permeability and in situ density testing to validate that
the permeability of the clay sealing layer is less than 10-7 metres per second,

d) providing as constructed drawings, including cross sections, of the installed cap and
the landfill gas perimeter drain, and

e) providing construction details of the landfill gas collector wells.

23. The permeability testing required in condition 22(c), must be undertaken at minimum of one
test per 1000 cubic metres the material used, and in situ density testing must be undertaken at
a minimum of one test per 1000 tonnes of installed material. The permeability testing must be
in accordance with Australian Standard AS 1289.6.7.2-2001 : Methods of testing soils for
engineering purposes - Soil strength and consolidation tests - Determination of permeability of
a soil - Falling head method for a remoulded specimen and AS 1289.6.7.2-2001/Amdt 1-2003 :
Methods of testing soils for engineering purposes - Soil strength and consolidation tests -
Determination of permeability of a soil.
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SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROLS

24. Sediment and erosion controls must be installed at the premises in accordance with chapter 6
of the Final Closure Plan and drawings 052.0032/01, 052.0032/02, 052.0032/03 and
052.0032/04 provided in appendix 6 of the Final Closure Plan prior to the commencement of
capping works at the premises.

25. These sediment and erosion controls must be maintained at all times during capping works at
the premises and until suitable vegetation is established over the cap so as to prevent soil
erosion and sedimentation of waterways.

PART C - OTHER CONDITIONS

26. The Council shall prepare and lodge with the EPA a final Volumetric Survey of the premises, as
required by Clause 24 of the Protection the Environment Operations Waste Regulation 1996,
by 31 July 2004.

27. The Council shall prepare and lodge any outstanding Waste Contributions Monthly Reports
(WCMR) required by Clauses 18A to 23A of the Protection the Environment Operations Waste
Regulation 1996 with the EPA by 31 August 2004.

28. All activities associated with the closure, capping, rehabilitation and post-closure maintenance
and monitoring at the premises must be carried out in a competent manner.

This includes: (a) the processing, handling, movement and storage of materials and
substances used at the premises; and (b) the treatment, storage, processing, reprocessing,
transport and disposal of any waste generated by the activity.

29. All plant and equipment installed at the premises or used in connection with the closure,
capping, rehabilitation and post-closure maintenance and monitoring activities at the premises
must: (a) be maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and (b) be operated in a proper and
efficient manner.

30. All activities associated with the closure, capping, rehabilitation and post-closure maintenance
and monitoring at the premises must be carried out in a manner that will minimise the emission
of dust from the premises.
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DEFINITIONS

In these conditions;

“the Council”, means Burwood Council,

“the EPA” means the Environment Protection Authority as defined in the Protection of the
Environment Administration Act 1991.

“the Final Closure Plan” means the document “Cheltenham Road Landfill Final Closure Plan”,
prepared for Burwood Council by Hopman Consulting Services, and dated March 2004.

“the premises” means 34 Cheltenham Road, Croydon, NSW, comprising Lots 1 & 2 DP 793505.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 Mr Steve Beaman

 Manager

 Sydney Waste

   (by Delegation)
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INFORMATION ABOUT THIS NOTICE

Section 287 of the Act enables appeals to be made in connection with decisions about licences
within 21 days after you are given notice of the decision.

In accordance with section 80 of the Act, no fees are refundable on the surrender of a licence.

On the date that the surrender of your licence takes effect the current licence fee period comes
to an end.  However, the surrender of your licence does not affect your liability to pay fees
owing to the EPA for that licence fee period or for any earlier licence fee period.

If you have not already paid the administrative fee for the licence fee period which has just
come to an end on the surrender of your licence you must still do so. The administrative fee for
a licence fee period must be paid no later than 60 days after the beginning of that licence fee
period (clause 29 of the Protection of the Environment Operations (General) Regulation 1998).

Any load-based fees payable in relation to the licence fee period ending on the surrender of the
licence must be paid no later than 60 days after the surrender of the licence takes effect
(clause 31 of the Protection of the Environment Operations (General) Regulation 1998).

Details provided in this notice will be available on the EPA’s Public Register in accordance with
section 308 of the Act.

The reporting period (A3) on your Annual Return must be filled in to reflect the appropriate
dates beginning on the last licence anniversary date and ending on the date that the surrender
of the licence takes effect.

The completed Annual Return must be sent by Registered Post no later than 60 days from the
end of the reporting period to:

Regulation Administration Unit
Environment Protection Authority

PO Box A290

SYDNEY SOUTH  NSW  1232

This notice is issued under section 80(1) of the Act.



















18 Fennell Street,
North Parramatta, NSW. 2151.

Tel: 9890 2122. Fax: 9890 2922.
E-Mail: info@gbgoz.com.au.

A.B.N. 77 009 550 869.

GBG Australia. 18 Fennell Street North Parramatta NSW.  2151 Australia. Tel: (02) 9890 2122 Fax: (02) 9890 2922

8th February 2013

Attention: Michael Limnos
Burwood Council
PO Box 240
Burwood, NSW, 1805

SUBJECT: NON-DESTRUCTIVE INVESTIGATION USING GROUND PENETRATING
RADAR TO LOCATE SUBSURFACE FLUES AT CHELTENHAM ROAD
QUARRY, BURWOOD, NSW.

GBG Australia Pty Ltd carried out non-destructive-testing on the 6th February 2013 at
Cheltenham Road Quarry, Burwood, NSW. This investigation used Ground Penetrating
Radar (GPR). The object of the investigation was to determine the location of any
underground heritage flues, prior to demolition and construction.

Theory of Techniques

GPR is a non destructive technique that provides high resolution reflection imaging of the
subsurface. The technique works by pulsing electro-magnetic energy in the form of radio
waves into the subsurface with a transmitting antenna. This energy propagates through the
subsurface material as a function of its electrical properties which are in turn a function of its
physical and chemical properties. Reflection of energy occurs at boundaries between media
which have contrasting electrical properties such as a between steel reinforcement and
concrete. These reflections are detected by the receiving antenna and converted into
electrical signals. A radar-gram profile is built up of individual scans collected along a
selected line path. A sample radar-gram has been selected from the data and shown as
Figure 1. The recorded reflections can be analysed in terms of shape, phase, travel time and

 orientation.
Antennae of higher frequency provide higher resolution data but penetrate to shallower
depths, whilst lower frequency antennae provide deeper penetration with decreased
resolution. The depth of penetration achievable with an antenna of a particular frequency is
also dependant on the local subsurface conditions.

mailto:info@gbgoz.com.au
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Figure 1: Sample Radargram from the site showing high amounts of underground objects and
disturbances within the area east of the playing field.

Methodology

The GPR data was collected using a GSSI SIR3000 acquisition system with 200 MHz and
400 MHz centre frequency surface coupled antennas.

Profile lines were collected at approximately 0.5m spacings longitudinally along the road,
with 12m transverse lines. Lines were collected where possible in the area east of the sports
field due to metallic and earth mound obstructions. Collection was completed by pushing the
antenna over the surface at a constant rate. The system was set to record a two-way-travel
time of 40 ns with the 200Mhz and 25 ns with the 400MHz which equates to an effective
depth of approximately 2m and 1.3m respectively.

On-site quality assurance and interpretation of the data was conducted by viewing the raw
profile lines. Areas and objects of interest were marked on site with either yellow marker
paint or a stake in the ground. Although on site marking had been completed, the further
processing and analysis was carried out at our Sydney office, in order to locate further
subsurface structures.

Figure 2: Site location to the south of the playing fields.
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Results

Further study of the data in the office revealed that the area east of the playing field shows a
large number of sub surface structures and disturbances, not originally noted on site, which
may be linked with kiln flues or previous quarry construction. This area can be seen in Figure
3, below.

Some objects were isolated, sporadic, with the full extent not being able to be mapped due
to obstructions on site. It is recommended to keep construction minimal in this area, with full
caution being taken should it happen. Possible sub-surface structures and estimated paths/
ground disturbance have been highlighted in orange on the location plan at the back of the
report.

Post processing of the data shows the depth of objects located in the areas south (road
section) and east of the playing field ranging from 400-1000mm depth. The depths are
shown in the table below and correlate with the object number on the location plan.

Figure 3: Site location to the east of the playing fields.
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Object Number Number of Objects and
Comments

Depth (mm)

1 2 objects noted 400,1000

2 2 objects noted 400,1000

3 2 objects noted 400,1000

4 2 objects noted 400,1000

5 1 object/structure 800-1000

6 1 object/structure 800-1000

7 1 object/structure 800-1000

8 1 object/structure 800-1000

9 1 object/structure 800

10 Possible structure 400

11 Possible structure 600

12 Possible structure 600

13 1 object/structure 600

14 1 object/structure 600

15 1 object/structure 800-1000

16 1 object/ground disturbance 600
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SITE LOCATION PLAN
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DISCLAIMER: Although every effort has been made to accurately locate and plot
subsurface structures within the areas specified, GBG Australia cannot guarantee that all
relevant information has been obtained. This information should be used in conjunction with
any plans available and adequate control measures must be in place before any digging
takes place

I hope that this provides you with the information required. If you require clarification on any
points arising from this investigation do not hesitate to contact me.

For and on behalf of

GBG AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

JACK ELLIS

Geophysicist
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Burwood City Council is preparing a Draft Plan of Management for Cheltenham
Road Park to guide development and management of this new community
open space.

CHELTENHAM ROAD PARK
draft plan of management

Questionnaire  and Invitation to:

Community Workshop
6.30pm Monday 30th May 2005 at BurwoodCouncil
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Existing site photos

Examples of potential improvements



 2458 Cheltenham Road Park

Questionnaire Results

May 2005

No. Question Response Response Rate

/ 113

Every day 30

Several times a week 50

About once a week 17

About once a fortnight 9

About once a month 3

About 2-6 times a year 3

About once a year 0

Less than once a year 0

Not sure / don't know 4

Weekdays 78

Weekends 85

Public holidays 29

Special events 29

Less than 15 mins 1

Half hour 34

Hour 66

2 hours 23

3 hours or more 6

Walk 103

Car 7

Bicycle 23

Other 5

Burwood 46

Croydon 65

0-8 years 59

9-14 years 34

15-21 years 39

22-35 years 61

36-64 years 138

65+ years 43

1 How often would you expect

that you may visit the new

park when completed?

2 When would you be most

likely to visit the park?

3 Roughly how long do you

think would stay in the park

How would you get to the

park?

4

5 Where do you live

6 How many people in your

family / household who

would use the park fall into

the following age groups?



 2458 Cheltenham Road Park

Questionnaire Results

May 2005

No. Question Response Response Rate

/ 113

Open grassed areas 99

Pathway links 89

Wetland / irrigation pond 72

Toddlers playspace 54

11-14 years playspace 46

Fitness / Exercise equipment 63

Seats 97

Picnic tables 84

Barbeques 70

Playing field 52

Multi purpose courts 38

Tennis courts 45

Events put on in the park 55

Toilets 91

Litter / dog bins 74

Parking spaces 42

Shade trees 94

Native plant species 76

Landscaping adjoining residences 50

Floral displays 48

9 Any other comments

suggestions?

Main park entry via Cheltenham Road 2

Carparking facilities out of view of adjoining

residents

1

Adequate parking provision 2

Dog off leash area 6

Provision of fauna habitat 5

Interpretation of heritage of the site 3

Security and surveillance 12

Adequate lighting 7

Buffer zone between residential properties and
park

3

Quiet areas 1

No dogs permitted 1

Bicycle tracks / pathways 13

Childrens cycling track 6

Park connections (to Blair Park) 3

No sport 2

Memorial garden 1

BMX type facility 4

5-11 years play equipment 2

Teenage play area 2

Skate facility 5

7 Which of the following park

features would you use

support?

8 What are the important

landscape improvements

needed for the park?



 2458 Cheltenham Road Park

Questionnaire Results

May 2005

No. Question Response Response Rate

/ 113

9 Any other comments

suggestions? Continued

Solar lighting / Environmentally friendly park -

recycling of waste etc

5

Swimming Pool 1
Community Hall 1
Traffic plan required for adjoining streets 4
Bushland theme / wilderness area 2
No raised areas 2
Cricket Pitch 1
Tennis hitup walls 1
Noise restrictions 2
Café / kiosk facility 1

Lake / water features / water play 5

Universal access playground 1

Disabled access 3

Maintenance - clean and safe park 2

Amphitheatre 2

Weekend markets 1

Mini putt putt course 2

Gazebo 1

Indoor equipment / playland 1

Krispy Kreme 1

Outdoor cinema events 1





Environmental Partnership 1

CHELTENHAM ROAD PARK PLAN OF MANAGEMENT + MASTERPLAN

Community Workshop 1

Attendees:
18 Community Members, Council Staff 3, Gary Mortimer – Department of Education and Training, 2 Study Team

Apologies:
N/A

No. Item
1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Rolly Lawford (RL) from Burwood Council welcomed all present and provided a brief introduction to

current Council projects within the Burwood area and specifically the Cheltenham Road Park project.
2.0 STUDY TEAM PRESENTATION
2.1 Adam Hunter (AH) from Environmental Partnership (Landscape Architects and lead consultants) gave a

brief introductory presentation which covered the following areas:
• Aims of the Workshop
• Objectives of the Plan of Management (POM)
• Key Steps of the Plan of Management
• Site Timeline
• Background Strategies
• Preliminary Site Issues

2.2 Aims of the Workshop
• Provide an outline of the project
• Facilitate discussion regarding community values and roles of the Cheltenham Road site
• Facilitate discussion about pressures and opportunities that will affect planning and management of

the park
The next workshop will present design options and examples that consider and address the defined
values, roles and issues as identified by the initial workshop and study team investigations.

2.3 Objectives of the Plan of Management
To provide a coordinated framework for the management of the Park in accordance with the Local
Government Acts including:
• Review relevant background information related to the site
• Identify the important values of Cheltenham Road Park
• Provide Burwood Council with a series of actions to protect and improve park values
• Prepare a Concept Masterplan to reflect required improvement works.
• Format the POM to enable implementation and assessment of these actions over time
A plan of management is required for Cheltenham Road Park to:
• Guide the design, enhancement and management of the park as a new community open space
• Coordinate responses to identified issues

2.4 Key Steps of the Plan of Management
• Identify Values – Important qualities of the park that we want to protect
• Identify Outcomes – Our objectives for the park
• Identify Issues – Problems / opportunities that may effect values
• Identify Strategies – Ways of achieving the objectives for the park
• Masterplan – Concept landscape design for the park
• Action Plan – Specific tasks required to implement strategies
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Environmental Partnership 2

No. Item
2.5 Site Timeline

• Pre 1912 Heritage investigations under way currently

• 1912-1918 Brickworks commenced

• 1952-1953 Brickworks closed temporarily

• 1954-1978 Brickworks operated intermittently

• 1978 Brickworks closed - site sold to NSW Government

• 1982 Brickworks demolished by Department of Planning

• 1989 Burwood Council purchased 4.3 hectares with objective of operating as landfill
and restoring as a park

• 2004 Landfill Closed

• 2004 Lot 1 (1.103ha) sold to Department of Education and Training
2.6 Background Strategies

Specialist Studies as Part of Plan of Management
• Cultural Heritage Review (Aboriginal and European)
• Flora and fauna values including arboricultural review
• Engineering issues

Previous Studies
• Flora, Fauna and Tree Assessment April 2005
• Cheltenham Road Landfill Final Closure Plan 2004
• Burwood Council Open Space Assessment 2004
• Heritage Assessment of the former Burwood Brickworks 2002
• POM Cheltenham Road park 2001
• Burwood Council Recreation Study 2001
• Cheltenham Road Open Space POM 1996

Burwood Council Open Space Assessment
Some details of the strategy were outlined due to its importance to open space management in Burwood.
Prepared to provide a strategic direction for future provision, development and community requirements
for open space.
The study identified in consideration of projected population growth in Burwood there will be an:
• Increased demand for public sporting facilities
• Additional need for large open spaces which cater for more passive recreation activities such as

walking, picnics and family activity.

The document’s overall approach to providing and developing open space is recommended as:
1. Focus on establishing quality significant parks and sportsgrounds, i.e.:

• Burwood Park
• Cheltenham Road Site
• Henley Park and Grant Park

2. Focus on improving the appeal and usability of existing smaller parks.  Additional small parks are not
essential and instead the emphasis should be on improving the quality and value of the existing
small parks.

3. Place an emphasis on strengthening the uniqueness and quality of open space across the Burwood
Council area.
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No. Item

This approach will contribute to achieving quality open space that will support recreation and sport
demands and participation in the Burwood local government area.

The Assessment determined that redevelopment of the Cheltenham Road site provides a unique
opportunity to address key open space issues.
Specific open space directions for Cheltenham Road included:
• Bushland and conservation values
• Development of an ‘integrated’ park which provides for unique recreation and sporting experiences
• Inclusion of a sporting component potentially incorporating playing fields and a cricket pitch
• Provide linkages to Blair Park
• Improve accessibility to adjoining areas and address strong ‘enclosure’ of park

Main implications for open space in Burwood are:
• There will be a need for open spaces that cater for children as well as adults, i.e. sporting facilities

and playgrounds as well as walking paths and places to exercise.
• Open space will need to support older people, including accessible spaces and facilities.
• Consideration should be given to the needs of various cultural groups, including opportunities for

activities and any barriers such as language.
• Park design and facilities should reflect the cultural diversity of the area.
• There will be a need for affordable recreation and sport opportunities, hence the value of open

space.
• The relatively large proportion of apartments and flats will increase the need for and value of open

space, particularly around the Town Centre.

• Play equipment and spaces
• Grassed area for games
• Walking and cycle trails
• Seating and shelters
• Picnic areas
• Landscaping and unique and appealing settings
• Amenities
• Car parking

2.7 Preliminary Review of Park Site
AH noted that the overall ‘park’ site comprises three lots (refer attachment)
• Lot 1 Western section of the park
• Lot 2 Central and eastern area of park including the main landfill area
• Lot 3 North west corner of the site (SES building location)

Some preliminary issues as noted by the study team:
• Access into the park
• Enclosure of eastern section of the park
• Views from and within the park
• Land ownership
• Drainage / water management
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No. Item
2.8 Initial Feedback / Discussion

•

AH explained that the current Plan of Management study was part of an ongoing planning process for the
site.  With the Landfill Closure Plan now complete the parameters of the site from an environmental
engineering point of view are identified and will inform the study.  The previous plan of management
studies did not have the same level of information available and as such formed part of the process in
development of the Closure Plan for the site.

The Burwood Council Open Space Assessment was also completed since the last POM was undertaken
and this sets a new direction for open space in Burwood.  AH emphasised that part of the POM process is
to review previous studies any previous concept directions for the site may be relevant if they address
identified values and issues.

•

AH stated that traffic management was not part of the study, however if specific parking issues were
identified as part of the study process design solutions for the park may consider and address these
issues as they specifically relate to the park (ie. Park entrances, parking etc).
RL stated that Council is currently undertaking studies of the entire Burwood area in regards to ongoing
traffic management but that this was considered as a separate project to the POM.

•
AH invited Garry Mortimer from the Department of Education and Training (DET) to comment.  Mr.
Mortimer stated that the purchase of the land known as Lot 1 was currently being finalized and would be
secured by the end of the financial year.  DET had looked to acquire the land to serve as an extension of
the school to facilitate an active playing area.  Preliminary facilities that are being considered are a
hockey field and several netball courts.
AH emphasized that due to the cooperative approach of DET and Council there is an opportunity to
provide an integrated open space and recreational facility within the park.  AH suggested that any sports
fields could potentially be a seamless feature of the park rather than a ‘fenced off’ area minimizing the
visual and physical impact of these facilities within the overall appearance and function of the park.

3.0 WORKSHOP DISCUSSIONS
An open discussion forum discussed the following:
• Values / Roles of the park
• Issues and Opportunities

3.1 Values / roles of the park

•
The group identified that given the nature of the park boundaries and the involvement of DET, that a
shared use of space was desirable.  The shared use of the park would lend itself to a multipurpose /
integrated park that incorporates both passive and active recreation whilst limiting area of sporting
facilities which could potentially dominate the park both physically and visually.

It was suggested as desirable to have a visually unique and aesthetically pleasing park landscape that is
different to the typical ‘municipal’ style of park.  This could potentially incorporate a bushland setting to
areas of the park contributing to an urban bushland environment.

The site provides an opportunity to create a park that responds to environmentally sustainable best
practice and potentially serves an educational role to local schools and park users.
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Role of the park as part of a broader open space / park system including linkages to the proposed
Cheltenham Road Cycleway link to Canada Bay.  Potential linkages to Blair Park will require close
consultation with Burwood Girls High School due to access issues.  Need to also consider internal
linkages within the park site and access to and from different areas of the park.

Members of the group noted that they felt the value of privacy and security had not been effectively
addressed in previous studies.  Planning should recognise the importance of the park’s role as a ‘good
neighbour’.  The meeting generally noted that the treatment of the site boundaries would be important in
establishing a ‘safe’ park environment.
Several group members suggested that it may be preferable to have a park that could be locked at night.
Others noted that it was preferable to address the issues and values as identified to create a park that
meets the privacy and security needs of the users and adjoining residents without resorting to a ‘locked’
park environment.

Park provides opportunity to accommodate a range of formal (eg. organised sport) and informal (eg
walking, family play) sporting activities.

Potential to reflect the diversity of the Burwood area and community through park design.  Role of the
park as a refuge from the surrounding urban environment should be explored.

There is a need to cater for both adults, older children as well as toddlers within the park.  Currently
spaces for adolescents are not readily provided and there are potential social issues created by
marginalising community groups.  The park should ultimately cater for a range of users.

A member of the group suggested that the inclusion of a café / restaurant would encourage use of the
park by a variety of users and that Centennial Park was an example (at a larger scale) of a successful
inclusion of a restaurant / café into a park setting.
Other members of the group suggested that this type of facility could be too commercial in a park area.
AH noted that such uses would need to be evaluated against their potential impact on other park values.

Potential to include the community not only in the preliminary stages of the project but through to
implementation and ongoing management of the park as an important community open space.
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3.2 Issues

•
Need for careful placement of bins in proximity to high use areas such as potential café, barbeque
facilities etc.  Council vehicular access is also required in order to remove rubbish from the site – possible
location of bins close to vehicular path access.
There is potential to emphasise sustainable waste management as a positive strategy by incorporating
effective recycling of waste.  This may also tie into the educational role of the park.

Vehicular access onto the site would need to be effectively managed, as there has been problems in Blair
Park with illegal vehicular access.  Minimal vehicular access (Council / maintenance vehicle and
emergency access only) was preferable.  AH suggested there is potential for any bicycle paths on the site
to also serve as the necessary vehicular access routes.
AH noted that the site is required to be ‘universally accessible’ which would provide equal access for all
users of the park including disabled and elderly.

Some residents noted burglary issues with access from the landfill site into adjoining properties.  AH
suggested a range of strategies would need to be reviewed in determining the preferred treatment.
It was noted that police input from the local area should be sought as to local issues and potential
approaches to security.

Incorporation of dog walking facilities without compromising the use and function of the park by other
users is desirable.

The group identified that traffic and parking had been an ongoing in surrounding streets in particular
through traffic in peak hours.
A member of the group noted that the signals to Parramatta Road and Cheltenham Road had initially
been installed as a ‘temporary’ measure to facilitate access for trucks using the landfill site.  RL stated
that Council would examine this issue as part of the broader traffic studies for the Burwood area.

•
The group generally discussed that losing significant park area to car parking would not be desirable.  AH
noted that there would be a base level of parking required to facilitate the park, however this would be
located to minimize the physical and visual impacts on the park.  A member of the group queried as to
whether the parking ‘load’ would be shared between the school and Council.  AH stated that this would be
considered in the planning process and in consultation with the School and DET.

Robert Teo (Burwood Council) noted that Council is currently looking for alternative locations for the SES
headquarters and was hopeful that this would be possible as the SES building site provides an
opportunity for increased access into the park.

Members of the group inquired as to the level of use of the park if it were to be established as a regional
park.  AH noted that the access issues and size of the park determine the site's role as a district park
rather than a regional facility.  AH further commented that due to the residential context of the park that
the park would probably serve a dual role as both a local park for the immediate surrounding residents
and a district park for users of the greater Burwood and Croydon area.
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Potential conflicts between Council and the DET with planning, development and ongoing management of
the park where flagged.
A member of the group inquired if there is any zoning restrictions preventing the DET from building on the
Lot 1 land in the future.  RT stated that there are no restrictions to the use and function of the land.  AH
emphasized that it is positive that DET was involved in the planning process and that effective
consultation would be an ongoing part of the study.  The ultimate aim would be to create a total park that
meets both Council’s and the Schools needs.

Access would preferably be restricted to maintenance and emergency vehicles only.

The park should be a desirable area for picnics with potential incorporation of facilities to support these
uses.  AH noted that the placement of these type of activities was critical and should consider the privacy
and security of the park environment.

4.0 WHERE TO FROM HERE?
AH outlined key aspects of the Plan of Management process from here:
• Study team to prepare draft concept designs addressing the values and issues as identified
• AH stated that the group should feel free to contact the study team if any other values or issues

arise or if there are any comments in regard to the meeting notes.
Environmental Partnership (NSW) Pty Ltd (Adam Hunter or Sarah Chapple) - 9555 1033
Burwood Council (Robert Teo) – 9911 9911

• Community Workshop No. 2 – The group generally discussed that a Wednesday evening would be
preferred for the next Workshop with a later start at 7pm.
Wednesday the 20th of July 2005 at 7pm at Council’s Administration Centre was confirmed by
Council.

Workshop Ended 8.30pm

Next Workshop : Wednesday 20 th of July 2005 at 7pm
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Community Workshop 2

Attendees:
25 Community Members, 4 Council Staff, 2 Study Team

Apologies:
N/A

No. Item

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 • Adam Hunter (AH) from Environmental Partnership (Landscape Architects and lead consultants)

thanked the attendees for taking part in the second workshop.

• AH invited Rolly Lawford (Burwood Council) to comment on the timeline for completion.  RL stated that

the project is running slightly behind schedule, however it is anticipated that final capping works to the

landfill area will be completed in October 2005.  RL also commented that a temporary grassed entry

area to Cheltenham Road will be opened to the public in the coming weeks.

• AH noted that as part of the POM process other studies have been undertaken including:

 • Heritage Assessment by Mayne Wilson & Associates, Heritage Architects

  Offers potential for interpretation of the sites past role and history from a heritage point of view.

 • Environmental Assessment by EcoLogical Australia, Environmental Planning & Management

  Highlights potential habitat and ecological opportunities for the site.

• These additional studies provide a greater framework for decision making in regards to future design

and use of the park.

2.0 STUDY TEAM PRESENTATION

2.1 Study Area

• AH provided a summary of the land ownership boundaries and noted that the Department of

Education and Training has ownership of Lot 2, which includes the majority of the Cheltenham Road

frontage.  It was also noted that the Department of Education and Training has been part of the study

process and that it is positive that a cooperative development and management relationship can be

established between the school and Council.

• AH stated that the needs of the School had been identified previously as a hockey field and two

netball courts, and that these elements were being designed into the park as seamless features as a

resource for both the School and the wider community.

2.2 Key Steps of the Plan of Management

• Identify Values – Important qualities of the park that we want to protect

• Identify Outcomes – Our objectives for the park

• Identify Issues – Problems / opportunities that may effect values

• Identify Strategies – Ways of achieving the objectives for the park

• Masterplan – Concept landscape design for the park

• Action Plan – Specific tasks required to implement strategies

 AH noted that the action plan also identifies the implementation priorities for the park, the first of which

would generally incorporate the development of the landscape fabric of the park to begin development

of the site as an attractive setting in which to recreate.

2.3 Workshop 1 - Values

The initial workshop discussions developed a set of values for the park which included the following:

•

 The group identified that given the nature of the park boundaries and the involvement of DET, that a

shared use of space was desirable.  The shared use of the park would lend itself to a multipurpose /

integrated park that incorporates both passive and active recreation whilst limiting area of sporting

facilities, which could potentially dominate the park both physically and visually.
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•

 It was suggested as desirable to have a visually unique and aesthetically pleasing park landscape that

is different to the typical municipal  style of park.  This could potentially incorporate a bushland setting

to areas of the park contributing to an urban bushland environment.

•

 The site provides an opportunity to create a park that responds to environmentally sustainable best

practice and potentially serves an educational role to local schools and park users.

•

 Role of the park as part of a broader open space / park system including linkages to the proposed

Cheltenham Road Cycleway link to Canada Bay and Blair Park.  Need to also consider internal

linkages within the park site and access to and from different areas of the park.

•

 Planning should recognise the importance of the park s role as a good neighbour .  The meeting

generally noted that the treatment of the site boundaries would be important in establishing a safe

park environment.

•

 Park provides opportunity to accommodate a range of formal (eg. organised sport) and informal (eg

walking, family play) sporting activities.

•

 Potential to reflect the diversity of the Burwood area and community through park design.  Role of the

park as a refuge from the surrounding urban environment should be explored.

•

 There is a need to cater for both adults, older children as well as toddlers within the park.  Currently

spaces for adolescents are not readily provided and there are potential social issues created by

marginalising community groups.  The park should ultimately cater for a range of users.

•

 Potential inclusion of a café / restaurant would encourage use of the park by a variety of users.

 AH noted that establishment of a café facility maybe a long-term objective that can be assessed once

recreational uses and facilities are established on site.

•

 Potential to include the community not only in the preliminary stages of the project but through to

implementation and ongoing management of the park as an important community open space.

2.4 Site Issues

• AH provided a brief summary of the immediate site issues that were identified and discussed at the

initial workshop.

• The achievable water quality of the pond will be a critical component in determining use of the pond

and potential for water recycling etc.  AH noted that Council has considered the water body to be a

major component of the site s development and further ecological advice has identified that given

appropriate planting the pond may serve a potential habitat role for the park.

• AH stated that as previously noted the potential ownership / usage conflicts between the School and

Council is a key issue that needs to be addressed through careful planning and management of the

park.  AH noted that Council are seeking a landswap  agreement with the School to establish greater

through access, however this has not been formalized to date.

• AH stated that one of the most important issues affecting the park is the enclosure by adjoining

residential properties, and that the boundary treatments seek a balance between the privacy and

security of residents and the optimization of open space for park users.
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2.5 Planning Principles

• AH stated that the study team had from both the site issues and the identified values for the park

established some basic planning principles which begin to inform design options for the park as

presented in a simple diagram for the site.

• As previously noted the School has expressed desire for the inclusion of a hockey field and two netball

courts to the park to serve as an extension of their available sporting / recreation space.  Given these

parameters it follows that the most appropriate location for the playing fields is adjoining the School

boundary, which serves to provide optimal access for the School and also limits the potential impacts

of these facilities on adjoining residents.

• Passive or informal recreation opportunities are then focused to the eastern section of the park, which

again minimizes potential impacts (eg. Noise) to adjoining residences.

• The greatest opportunity for parking is afforded by Cheltenham Road, and this may consider several

configuration options such as off street in park  parking or on street parking provisions.  It is also

noted that this area also features and ties into the Cheltenham Road cycleway, which connects into

the greater open space areas of Canada Bay.

• There may be potential to have play spaces in several locations across the park that are further

identified in the planning options.

• The concept of a loop path to provide access around and through the park is important to creating a

pleasant park experience and enables use by people walking, jogging or children on bicycles etc.  The

path also considers potential connections into Blair Park, which may in the future provide even greater

opportunities for recreation.

• AH stated that as discussed, the boundary treatments are critical and need to consider that the

relationship to the park from the southern boundary is very different to that of the northern and eastern

boundaries.  The southern section provides a far greater slope / level change, whereas the northern

and southern sections of the park provide a far more flat topography.  AH also noted that from his

discussions with other Council s and the study teams examination of other park boundary situations

the more open  type vegetation provides a more workable edge as it optimizes passive surveillance to

the boundaries.

3.0 DESIGN OPTIONS

3.1 Option A

• The initial design option provides a basic response to placement of the playing fields in a north-south

orientation against the boundary of the School.  AH stated that it was the study teams

recommendation that both the hockey field and netball courts be a grassed surface as opposed to

hard surfaced courts, however this would need to be further discussed with the School.

• The main function of the large village green space is to provide an open area, which allows for

informal recreation, and provides an open park character to this section.

• The location of the amenities block responds to a proximity to both the playing fields and the park

frontage to Cheltenham Road.  The location (in the area of the SES building) also provides the

simplest, cheapest position as services such as power and water are already within this area.

• Two playground facilities are proposed, a smaller area in a similar position to the existing play facilities

to Monash Parade, which may provide a toddlers type facility, and a larger facility located in the

southern area of the site adjoining the playing fields.  The inclusion of a larger facility provides greater

opportunity for a diversity of play structures and can appeal to a wider range of age groups.

• The proximity of the loop pathway to the pond provides potential opportunities for heritage and

environmental interpretation to this area.

• Wetland planting adjoins the pond area, effectively breaking down the regular shape of the water body

and providing habitat opportunities for urban generalist fauna species.

• Native grass planting adjoining the pond area and residential housing to Royce Avenue provides a low

level ground covering which optimizes visual surveillance across this section of the park.
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• The parking option provides an in and out  configuration which optimizes the number of parking

spaces provided but is perhaps negatively offset by the land take  impact of the parking located within

the park setting.

• Planting to the southern boundary offers potential area for intensive revegetation works to occur with

higher intensity planting focused to the lower areas of the bank to minimize impacts to adjoining

residents including solar access.  This area also potentially provides a more bushland character

offering a different park experience to the more formal maintained grass areas.

• Native grass planting to the residential boundary areas in the northern and eastern section for the park

provides an alternative to maintained grass and is more efficient from a maintenance point of view.

Canopy trees are also included in this boundary treatment area, however are planted relatively

sparsely to allow views through to adjoining properties and fencelines and enhance passive

surveillance into and out of the park.

A skate bowl  facility is indicated adjoining the pond and is potentially worked into the basin

depression of the pond providing an informal amphitheatre, which looks down onto the skating activity

below.

• An outdoor gym / fitness facility is indicated adjoining the major play space, offering a different park

recreation opportunity and experience.

3.2 Option B

• This option locates the playing fields further south into the school lands, which opens up greater park

area for non-sporting use.  This option would need to be discussed in detail with the School and

further investigation of the earthworks required due to the level changes into the School area.

• Similarly to Option A, the central grassed area provides opportunity for informal recreation.

• The amenities block is positioned to the southern boundary area of the site and is within close

 proximity to the playing fields.

• A single, large play facility is proposed to the eastern side of the site.  AH stated that one of the issues

 that needs to be considered for the playground in this location is its proximity to Cheltenham Road

 which may mean the facility would need to be fenced.

As with Option A, a path adjoins the pond / wetland area providing potential interpretation

opportunities.

• Wetland planting adjoins the pond area, effectively breaking down the regular shape of the water body

 and providing habitat opportunities for urban generalist fauna species.

• Native grass planting adjoining the pond area and residential housing to Royce Avenue provides a low

 level ground covering which optimizes visual surveillance across this section of the park.

• The carparking is restricted to on street provision with the full extent of the Cheltenham Road frontage

 providing 90 degree parking.  This provides optimum parking provision but dominates the visual

 appearance of the park frontage.

• Maintained grass with canopy tree planting is proposed to the southern boundary embankment to

 maximize the available park area.
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• Maintained grass with canopy tree planting is again proposed to the northern and eastern boundaries

to maximize the available park area and enable greatest visual surveillance through this area.

3.3 Option C

• The playing fields have been orientated on an angle, which still provides optimum playing orientation

but opens up a greater area to the Cheltenham Road frontage providing a more desirable park entry

and character.

• The open grassed area is complemented by large, flat terraces which incorporate low sitting walls to

optimize views over the site and provide more intimate grassed spaces on the southern edge for

activities such as family picnics.

• Similarly to Option B the amenities building is located in close proximity to the playing fields to the

southern area of the park.

• Two play facilities are proposed, with the larger play facility focused to the south eastern corner of the

site to optimize this area as the highest point offering views across the site and towards surrounding

areas.

• Similarly to the previous options the pond and wetland planting provides a potential focus for heritage

and environmental interpretation as well as a habitat for local fauna species.

• Native grass planting adjoining the pond area and residential housing to Royce Avenue provides a low

 level ground covering which optimizes visual surveillance across this section of the park.

• The carparking configuration again incorporates an on street 90 degree angle system (as with Option

B) however the extent and provision of parking has been greatly reduced to provide a more open entry

to Cheltenham Road.

• Maintained grass with canopy tree planting is proposed to the southern boundary embankment to

 maximize the available park area.

• Native grass planting to the residential boundary areas in the northern and eastern section for the park

provides an alternative to maintained grass and is far more efficient from a maintenance point of view.

Canopy trees are also included in this boundary treatment area, however are planted relatively

sparsely to optimize views through to adjoining properties and enhance passive surveillance into and

out of the park.

• A skate trail facility is indicated connecting the northern and southern sections of the site.  AH stated

that this facility may also provide for children on bikes and rollerbladers etc.  It is also possible that

noise minimizing materials could be implemented to this area to minimize any potential noise impacts

to adjoining park uses.

• The sloped nature of the southern boundary begins to provide opportunity for an informal

 amphitheatre area to the lower area of the bank potentially providing an outdoor class room space or

 for low key community events held in the park.
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4.0 WORKSHOP DISCUSSIONS

 An open discussion forum discussed the park element configuration of the three options presented and

additional community issues.

4.1 Design Options – Park Elements

• Several residents expressed concern regarding the level of parking provided for the park and the

management of the parking in this area as there are existing parking issues associated with events

held at the School every 2-4 weeks on weekends.

• It was stated that the speed of traffic to Cheltenham Road is also an issue and that this may create

impacts on increased pedestrian use of the area once the park is developed.

 RL stated that Council will make every provision for appropriate parking to facilitate the park and that

an overall traffic / parking review and strategy was being formulated for the Burwood area, however

this should be considered separate to the POM study.

• It was suggested that implementation of resident only  parking would be an appropriate management

strategy to be utilized in many of the areas adjoining the park.

• AH stated that as possible, parking and traffic issues would be addressed within the POM as they

directly affect / impact upon the use and management of the park.  Parking at a minimum would be

required to meet Council s planning controls and regulations.  AH also noted that vehicular access into

the park should be limited to maintenance and emergency vehicles only.

• A member of the group suggested that underground parking provision would overcome the parking

issues in the area and not inhibit the park character.  AH stated that the cost of undertaking

underground parking was considerable and that there is an issue of using the available funds for park

development most effectively to provide greatest benefit to the community

• It was generally noted that the drive in, drive out  parking configuration was preferred as it provided

the maximum number of parking spaces with the greatest level of pedestrian safety.

• It was suggested that the parking could incorporate the existing driveway area adjoining the School.

• A member of the group noted that the Option C was preferred as it provided two separate sections to

the village green area, separated by the pathways.  This effectively enables more active informal

recreation to occur in one area such as ball games, and other activities such as picnics to occur in the

other adjoining space.

• It was generally noted that the skewed playing fields as indicated in Option C provided an interesting

design solution to the provision of this sporting recreation area, and that the opening up of the

Cheltenham Road frontage was desirable to maintain an inviting park character.

• It was generally discussed that the amenities facilities should provide equal access for users and

should have a close siting relationship with the major playground facility.

• It was suggested that the playground facilities should be accessible to all users and that this could

potentially incorporate a Liberty Swing  which provides for wheelchair access.

• AH noted that the accessibility of all facilities was a natural progression from the identified values of

diversity and the park catering for a range of age groups.

• A general preference for the major playground facility to be located towards the Cheltenham Road

side of the park adjoining the playing fields was noted.

• It was also stated that a strong commitment to maintenance of playground and other facilities within

the park was required.

• It was generally noted that a skate facility would be supported given it was of low impact  to

surrounding residents and other park uses.

• It was also noted that the skate facility should be confined to a section of the park and removed from

adjoining pathways.

• AH stated that the skate facility should be subject to Council s strategic vision for provision across the

LGA.
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• It was stated that a track is required to the area adjoining the frontages of Royce Avenue and Monash

Parade as there is no existing footpath in this area.

• Several members of the group stated that there may be potential conflicts between cyclists and

pedestrians using the major loop path through the park.  AH stated that it was envisaged that the path

would generally be limited to cycle use by children and would not promote high speed cycling through

this area as it does not provide a through route access.

• AH noted that the major path would be of a hard surface; however smaller paths could potential

incorporate materials such as crushed sandstone offering a different park experience.

• The safety of the pond was questioned by several members of the group.  AH noted that the desirable

design solution would be to implement banks of 1:6 grade, which would effectively mean that the

boundary to the pond would not require fencing.  However, if a barrier was required it would be

designed as a feature of the landscape to this area.  AH also noted that all areas of the park would be

required to meet the necessary Council and Government codes for health and safety.

• It was generally commented that it would be desirable to have the pond / water body looking as

natural as possible.  AH stated that the use of the wetland planting area adjoining the major water

body would aim to create a relatively natural look.

• It was noted by a member of the group that provisions should be made to limit the number of

mosquitoes that inhabit the pond area.  AH stated that this generally related to the aeration of the

water and that if recycling of water was possible that this would ensure that the water was in a

constant aeration process.

• Members of the group inquired as to habitat provision for the blue tongue lizards that exist on site.  AH

noted that the lizards had not been identified in either of the recent environmental studies however the

habitat area adjoining the pond could potentially provide for the lizards as well as other fauna species.

• It was generally agreed that tree planting within native grasses was the preferred boundary treatment.

A member of the group noted that tree planting should detract from residents  solar access to their

properties.  AH responded that the location and species of tree planting would consider solar access

and would not increase overshadowing effects to backyards.

• AH also pointed out to maintain clear views across the site implementation of landscape works would

need to be staged to enable appropriate tree growth to enhance the passive surveillance of the site.

• It was generally discussed that there is an issue associated with the visual appearance of the fence

lines surrounding the park and it may be appropriate for Council to pursue a unified treatment to the

adjoining fences.

• It was noted that this would not be a formal feature of the park, rather it utilizes that natural grade of

the site.

• It was suggested that a local public artist could be involved in the design development of the project to

provide artwork features within the park.  AH stated that it would be recommended that a public artist

be involved in the design development of the project and that other opportunities such as art

installations could be implemented within the park, providing a further aspect of community use.
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4.2 General Comments / Issues

• A member of the group inquired if any of the preliminary options had been costed as all options should

be costed and designs created to reflect Council s immediate budgetary requirements.

• AH stated that the costing of the proposals is one of the next steps when the masterplan is more

defined and that the POM is a long term planning document that does not seek to limit the

opportunities of the park, but optimize the sites development through a staged implementation

process.  Part of the process of determining an Action Plan for the site is determining both the

immediate priorities and the more longer-term visions for the site.  These are also setout with potential

funding opportunities and the design and POM process provides Council with the direction for the

amount of funding that should be allocated for the park development.

• AH further noted that Council has strong commitment to the development and management of all of

the three large parks in the Local Government Area – Burwood Park, Henley / Grant Park and now

Cheltenham Road Park.

• It was inquired if the Department of Education and Training would be contributing to funding of the

project.  RL stated that yes, DET was contributing to the POM process and that the amount of

contribution funding for implementation works were under negotiations.

• Several members of the group expressed concern regarding the potential for the School to completely

monopolise the Cheltenham Road frontage.

• AH stated that the development of the park with close consultation with the school could be seen as a

unique opportunity to meet both the needs of the general community and the School and that the co-

management of facilities would ensure that the development and use of the park was sustainable into

the future.

• RL noted that there is currently a licence agreement between DET and Council permitting through

access to the site and this effectively maintained the area as open space.

• Members of the group inquired as to the security of the site as the proposed landscape seemed to

provide optimum opportunity for undesirable activities including vandalism of the site and dumping of

rubbish.  It was suggested that intensive lighting to the site boundaries in particular would prevent any

anti-social behaviour

• AH noted that in previous experience the increased use of the area will provide greater security than

currently exists on the site, and that an effectively managed landscape that incorporates the concepts

of passive surveillance will provide a desired level of security for adjoining residents and park users.

AH also commented that intensive lighting can often contribute to the incidence of crime in an area

and that any lighting provision would need to ensure that there is no negative impacts on adjoining

residents.

• AH also stated that the study team and Council have liaison with the local police station and that it was

unfortunate they were unable to attend the workshop session.

• AH stated that off leash dog areas needed to be considered as part of Council s strategic direction for

provision of these facilities across the LGA.  A potential method would incorporate programmed times

when off leash walking was permitted.

• It was noted that there is off leash provision currently within Henley Park.

A member of the working group inquired as to the process in formulating the final design option for the

masterplan.

• AH stated that over the following weeks the study team would continue to develop a preferred option,

which incorporates both the comments from the workshop discussions and from meetings held with

Council.  Once a preferred design has been approved by Council this will go to public exhibition,

where comments will be received and any amendments required would be undertaken prior to the

plan being adopted by Council.  AH noted that it would be desirable to have the POM in place

(adopted by Council) by December 2005.

• AH noted that implementation works would depend on funding, but may begin in mid 2006.

Workshop Ended 9.20pm
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1.0  Introduction
Burwood Council in conjunction with the Department of Education and Training (DET) is planning to
convert the site of the former Burwood Brickworks into a park, suitable for various forms of active
recreation, as well as passive.  The part of the site (lot 1) closest to Cheltenham Road is owned by
DET and would be used by Burwood Girls High School as a week day outdoor space and for sporting
activities, along with being available for general public use after hours and for weekend sports.  The
large pit excavated by the brickworks has been filled by Council contractors, and grading work is
approaching completion. At Council’s request, a Plan of Management is being drawn up by
Environmental Partnership of Birchgrove for this site, which has involved, inter alia, consultations
with the neighbouring community.

Although the brickworks have been previously assessed for their (residual) heritage value, the values
and character of the surrounding environment has not yet been.  Council and the community
considered it desirable that these should be identified and taken into account in the course of
preparation of the Plan of Management and its concept landscape master plan. Accordingly,
Environmental Partnership requested Mayne-Wilson & Associates, Conservation Landscape
Architects, to investigate the historical evolution of the landscape of the surrounding area and identify
its distinctive character and values.  This report has been prepared to fulfill that brief.

1.1  The Study Area
The area covered by this report is contained within the aerial photograph below:

Figure L1   The proposed Cheltenham Road Park is largely contained within the area outlined in black.
Cheltenham Rd. is at the far left, Queens St. along the bottom, Acton St. at the right, and

Monash Pde. across the top. Source: Burwood Council.
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1.2  Methodology and Structure
Mayne-Wilson & Associates (MWA) have obtained and analysed research material held in the
Burwood and Strathfield Libraries, as well as the Mitchell Library. (A list of sources consulted is
attached to the end of this report.)  They have read the Heritage Assessment of the Former Burwood
Brickworks prepared for the Land Management Branch of (then) Planning NSW by HLA
Envirosciences in March 2002 and noted the comments on it by the NSW Heritage Office. They have
also obtained and analysed land title documents and old aerial photographs from the Lands
Department, as well as a series of plans of the area obtained from Sydney Water.  From these diverse
sources MWA has been able to compile a picture of the evolution of the study area both pre and post
European settlement.

1.3  Authorship
This Study has been prepared by Warwick Mayne-Wilson, Director of MWA, with assistance from
Ari Anderson of his office, who undertook much of the research and data entry.

1.4  Limitations
As the principal focus of this study is on the area surrounding the former Burwood Brickworks, the
authors have only selected information from a wide range of material that they consider to be directly
relevant to their brief.  It does not enter into a discussion as to whether the former Brickworks should
or should not be listed in the Burwood LEP as a place of local significance (as suggested by the NSW
Heritage Office in 2003), nor on whether the remarkably consistent housing stock around it (mostly
California Bungalows 1925-29) should be further assessed as warranting some form of conservation.
It also does not attempt to trace all the changes in land titles and subdivision histories of the properties
surrounding the former brickworks, but has included the major ones.

2.0  Historical Overview
2.1 The Landscape
The area bounded by Cheltenham Rd., Queens St., Acton St. and Monash Pde. was originally gently
undulating land, comprising clays and shales from the Wianamatta Shales which cover most of the
Cumberland Plain.  It originally supported open forest of Turpentines and Ironbark, with a thin shrub
understorey and rich grasses, a result of patchwork fire burning by the Aboriginal clans in the course
of hunting. Other species were Allocasuarina torulosa, Eucalyptus globoidea, E. resinifera, and E.
tereticornis.

2.2  Aboriginal Occupation
The Burwood Municipality was once inhabited by the Wangal clan of the Darug tribe. The Wangal
clan’s country was known as Wanne and it extended from the suburbs of Balmain, Birchgrove and
Leichhardt in the east to Silverwater and Auburn in the west1. Neighbouring clans of the Darug tribe
were the Cadigal to the east, the Wallumedegal on the northern shore of the Parramatta River, the
Wategora to the west and the Bediagal to the south-west.

It is unknown how long the Wangal clan lived around the Burwood area, but it is known that the
Darug tribe generally were living around Sydney for at least 10,000 years. No relics of the former
Aboriginal occupation of Burwood Municipality have been identified, due to a combination of
environmental and geological factors (absence of caves and sandstone rock features) and the nature of
early European settlement (extensive land clearing for grazing)2.

1 Guider, M., Aboriginal History of Burwood Municipality, 1997.
2 ibid.
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Being centrally located on the ridge between the Cook and Parramatta rivers, the Burwood
municipality was an integral part of the Wangal clan’s territory3.   During the summer most  of  their
food was gathered from the estuarine areas of their land along the two rivers. The Burwood area was
also accessible to the Wangal people by canoe from the Cook and Parramatta rivers or by using the
native pathway from Sydney to Parramatta. It is likely that the Wangal people did not use the
Burwood municipal area for permanent shelter as there are no rock overhangs or shelters suitable for
camping; however, they would have frequented this area to gather plant foods and animals4.

2.3  European Settlement of Burwood
The Burwood Heritage Study considers there to be four key periods in post-European habitation of
Burwood:

i. Land grants and rural estates 1794-1854;
ii. Sydney to Parramatta railway and the country villas 1855-1873;

iii. Municipal Government and gentleman’s villas 1874-1918; and
iv. Suburban consolidation 1919-present.

The land which now makes up Burwood was cleared of Turpentine-Ironbark Forest5 in the early
nineteenth century to create grazing pastures. Settlement of the Burwood area occurred first as a side
benefit  of  the construction of  a  road from Sydney to Rose Hill  near  Parramatta.  By 1793,  under  the
instruction of Lieutenant Governor Grose, nine huts had been built in the area and sixty acres of
timber had been cleared. This was the beginning of what became known as the Longbottom
Government Farm, actually located in what is now Concord.

At the same time, small farms were developing in the district. The first known settler in Burwood was
a free woman named Sarah Nelson, who received a grant of fifteen acres in November 1794 (see
Figure H1). The land came to be known as Nelson Farm and was accessed from Parramatta Road via a
bush track, which ran slightly to the east of Cheltenham Road. James Brackenrig, a private in the
NSW Corps, received a grant of twenty-five acres in December 1794. This land was situated closer to
Parramatta Road than Nelson Farm, being bounded by Queen Street, Lang Street, Acton Street and
Parramatta Road (the parcel of land to the east of the former Burwood Brickworks site). This
Brackenrig allotment was eventually subsumed by the Ashfield Park Estate.

In August 1796, former convict Dennis Connor received a thirty acre grant bounded on the east by the
Brackenrig grant (see Figure H1). Connor’s property included Blair Park (to the south of the subject
site) and Acton St. By 1802, Connor had cleared fourteen acres and had nine acres under cultivation6.
Part of the Cheltenham Park site is situated on the south-western portion of the Connor grant. The
western portion of the proposed park site is situated on a grant given to Captain Thomas Rowley in
August 1803 by Governor Hunter. Rowley named this land Burwood after the Burwood Farm he lived
on in his native Cornwall. Subsequent grants issued by Governor King expanded the Burwood Estate
to 750 acres. It would appear that Rowley never resided on this acreage, rather living out his life at his
Kingston Farm property in the Stanmore area. However, Burwood Estate was reputedly used by
Rowley for the depasturing of merino sheep, bought from the same batch as those purchased by John
Macarthur of Elizabeth Farm7.

3 ibid.
4 ibid.
5 Benson & Howell, Taken for Granted, 1990, Kangaroo Press
6 Dunlop, E., Harvest of the Years, 1974.
7 ibid.
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Figure H1 – Map showing the locations of the first land grants in Burwood.
Source: Dunlop, E., Harvest of the Years, 1974

Until the 1830s, Burwood consisted of several inns and two or three huge estates. The first significant
house constructed in Burwood was Burwood Villa (see Figure H2), built by Rowley’s successor,
Alexander Riley (see below). This estate was described by Joseph Lycett in 1824:

      This Estate is within eight miles of Sydney………comprising a square of one thousand acres…….and is a
remarkable instance of how speedily the forest in New South Wales can be cleared of its superfluous timber,
and rendered contributable to the comforts and luxuries of man; for, within three years of the felling of the first
tree on this estate, the whole was enclosed and subdivided, five hundred acres more or less cleared; a
desirable Villa-House, with every convenient appendage, was erected; artificial grasses were growing, in aid of
the natural pasture; and a garden of four acres was in full cultivation…..
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Figure H2 – Watercolour of Burwood Villa by Joseph Lycett c.1824.
Source: Benson & Howell, Taken for Granted, 1990, Kangaroo Press.

Alexander Riley, who bought the Burwood Estate c.1812, completed in the villa in 1814 and resided
in it until 1817. The residence was not demolished until 1937. After Rowley’s death in 1833, his
children were successful in regaining possession of the whole 750 acre Burwood Estate, part of which
had been incorrectly sold off to his executor. Following this re-acquisition, Burwood Estate was
subdivided amongst Rowley’s children or their spouses, and four lots were created. It was at this time
that the first streets were formed, to provide access from each allotment to the adjoining highways8.

It would appear that the first subdivision of one of the four Burwood Estate allotments was proposed
in 1834 by John Lucas. This was proposed on part of his 213 acre lot, directly to the south of Queen
Street. In 1834, the Sydney Morning Herald advertised allotments of the Burwood Estate with Shingle
Oak, Iron and Stringy Bark, Mahogany, Blue Gum, etc. An 1884 parish map by surveyors
Higginbotham and Robinson suggests that this subdivision was successful, as the allotments created in
1834 are largely evident on that plan.

Whilst the Burwood Estate was ‘opened-up’ in the 1830s, and the Village of Burwood was laid out in
18359, little settlement occurred between Liverpool Road and Parramatta Road before 185510.

In 1866, Balliere’s Gazetteer described Burwood as “…a postal village and railway station…(with a)
few small dairy farms and market gardens…but no factories of any kind”11. However, quarrying in the
Burwood area had began by 1866, on the site of a small volcanic outcrop between Livingstone Street
and Woodside Avenue.

From the time when the railway to Parramatta was built in 1855, however, land prices quickly rose
and landowners throughout Burwood began to subdivide their lots, if they had not already done this in
previous years. Each subdivision required new access roads and by the end of this period of rapid
subdivision, much of the existing street form throughout the suburb had been developed12.

8 ibid.

9 Burwood Heritage Study.
10 Dunlop, E., Harvest of the Years, 1974.
11 Burwood Heritage Study.
12 ibid.
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From this period, Sydney businessmen moved to this district and built mansions on consolidated
blocks which formed estates up to twenty acres. The choice of Burwood for the establishment of such
grand homes was substantially due to the belief in its health-giving climate. Indeed, it became a
fashionable semi-rural retreat from Sydney.

The 1879 Railway Guide to New South Wales describes the land around Croydon and Burwood as
being

        an agreeable bit of home scenery; diversified by gardens and trees … where nature has not yet been
improved away. Streets intersect this tract, whereon stand villas and gardens belonging to Sydney people,
displaying a considerable amount of domestic comfort, originality and even elegance of design. Vistas of
pleasant country roadways….and then the sombre Eucalypts, intervening market gardens, and rural
homesteads……

On 27th March 1874, the district of Burwood was gazetted as a Borough. Between 1874 and 1900,
Burwood’s population rose from approximately 1,250 to 7,400. From the 1870s interest in the area as
a place of residence on the outskirts of the city continued to increase and the character began to
change from rural estates to generous suburban allotments.

Until 1890, streets through the suburb remained in a basic state. Kerbing and guttering, if present, had
been laid using hardwood slabs and hewn stone (Figure H3). Street lighting mains, however, were laid
through the suburb in 1882-83. In the late 1890s, Council implemented concrete guttering and
extensive street drainage works in the interest of health and economy. By 1924, approximately 43
miles of streets had been formed with formal kerbs and gutters13.

Figure H3 – Liverpool Road near Burwood in 1908. Photo: The Sun.
Source: Dunlop, E., Harvest of the Years, 1974

Prior to 1912, Burwood Council had a tree-planting program which included mainly Brush Box and
Camphor Laurels. When it was realized that these trees affected service lines, a new street tree
program was sought. The new scheme consisted mainly of Phoenix palms, 478 of which had been
planted throughout Burwood’s streets by 192414.

Following the completion of the Ashfield to Burwood tram line in 1901 higher density suburban
development began. Although parts of Burwood, like Croydon and Haberfield, developed as a
Federation period suburb, the study area remained largely unchanged during that time. Instead,

13 Burwood Municipal Jubilee 1874-1924, pp39.
14 Burwood Municipal Jubilee 1874-1924, pp39.
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subdivision and housing development was delayed until the mid to late 1920s. By 1930, most natural
vegetation throughout Burwood had been removed, and the large villa estates largely broken up, along
with their spacious gardens and grounds.

The first half of the twentieth century in Burwood was a period of steady development. The
population grew from 7,400 in 1900 to 20,200 in 1929, but then hardly changed until the late 1940s.
This was largely due to Burwood having become a fully occupied suburb, with few tracts of land
available for purchase.

As in many other Council areas, the Government made considerable sums of money available during
the Depression for unemployment relief works. Major drainage and improvement works were carried
out during the early 1930s, including the grading and leveling of Blair Park (located to the south of the
subject site).

2.4   Historical Development of the Study Area Site
A plan of Cheltenham (the name sometimes used on old plans instead of Burwood) from 1854 (Figure
H4) suggests that no residential allotments had been created along the eastern side of Cheltenham
Road, in the block between Queen Street and Parramatta Road by that time. It would appear, however,
that mansions had been built at least near the junction of Queen Street and Cheltenham Road by the
late 1860s.

Figure H4  The ‘X’ marks the approximate location of the Brickworks. Source: Mitchell Library maps card
catalogue.

A house originally owned by merchant captain Henry Fox, named “Evandale” was built in 1868 on
part  of  what  is  now Blair  Park,  and the descendants  of  Fox continued to live in that  house in 1924.
Meanwhile, during the 1860s, Captain Mayne lived on the corner of Cheltenham Road and Queen
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Street in a property called “View Bank”15. (The residences are shown on a Higginbotham/Robinson
survey of Burwood from 1884 - see Figure H5). Another residence shown on that plan, located closer
to Acton St, approximately half way between Queen Street and Parramatta Road may be
“Humberstone” built in 1869 by solicitor John Dawson. This property included 24 acres of parkland16.
This residence appears from aerial photo evidence to have remained in existence until at least 1950,
when it looks to have been converted into another facility (as part of a church site) and then finally
demolished. Another substantial residence, called “Sobroan College” stood set back from Cheltenham
Road, behind the location of the existing State Emergency Services building (see Figures H6, H7, H8
and H9). It was also later demolished.

Figure H5 – Parish Map of Burwood prepared by Higginbotham and Robinson in 1884. The house arrowed red
may be “Humberstone” built by John Dawson, set in its 24 acres of parkland. The residence arrowed yellow
was “Evandale”, probably built by the Fox family and the property arrowed green was “View Bank”, probably

built by Captain Mayne. Source: Mitchell Library maps card catalogue.

15 Burwood Municipal Jubilee 1874-1924, pp39.
16 Burwood Heritage Study, pp.28.
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Further research would have to be commissioned to ascertain when Dawson acquired an interest in
[part of] Dennis Connor’s original grant and the chain of transfer from Connor to subsequent owners.
The Higginbotham/Robinson survey of Burwood from 1884 suggests that residential allotments may
have been created by that time along the Cheltenham Road frontage to the Cheltenham Park site. It is
unclear however how many of these subdivided allotments were purchased and built on.

Figure H6 – Survey by Surveyor H. Shute dated 24th October 1891. The building marked ‘X’ was “Sobraon
College”, a largely wooden building which seems to have been demolished pre-1930. The residence marked

with a white arrow was “View Bank” and the residence marked with a black arrow was “Evansdale”. The name
and original owner of the property between these two residences has not been identified. Source: Sydney

Water plan room PWD 972 - 1544.
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Figure H7 – A section of a 1910 sewerage survey plan of the Burwood area. A largely wooden building named
“Sobraon College” (arrowed black) was located just to the south of the alignment of Royce Avenue (not laid out
by this date). The building arrowed white is likely to have been a property called “Humberstone” built by John

Dawson. Aerial photographic evidence suggests that this building remained largely intact until after 1951.
Source: Sydney Water plan room Govt Cont 364.

Figure H8 – Undated Sydney Water Blackwattle sheet showing the original brickworks office (arrowed white)
and the later office built c.1956 (arrowed black), which subsequently became the SES headquarters. The

building marked ‘X’ was “Sobraon College”. Royce Avenue is at the top of the image and Cheltenham Street is
at the left. Source: Sydney Water plan room BW216 INS.
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Figure H9 – Undated Sydney Water Blackwattle sheet showing the original brickworks office on Cheltenham
Road (arrowed white) and Burwood Girls High School buildings (arrowed black). The building marked ‘X’ was
“Evandale”, probably built by the Fox family. The exact date of demolition of “Evandale” has not been found, but

as this plan was issued in 1938, it seems that the residence was not removed until the 1940s. It does not
appear on the 1951 aerial photograph. The residences in Blair Avenue (upper right) had been built by the time

of this survey. Source: Sydney Water plan room BW216 INS.

2.5  The Burwood Brickworks site
Limited industrial development took place in Burwood in the 19th century, but it was with the
development of brickpits that Burwood and adjoining suburbs found a significant industry for almost a
century. Brickpits had existed in the area from the late 1850s or early 1860s, and in 1876 a small
factory opened in Lang Street, Croydon, which was later taken over by the Excelsior Brick Company.
Several years later, the Croydon Steam Brickworks opened in Webb Street. The earliest brickworks
were hand-worked pots where the bricks were dried in the sun rather than kiln-burnt. This brickworks
continued in production until 193017. The Excelsior Brick Company closed in 1920 and this was
closely followed by the shutting down of the Croydon Steam Brickworks. This brickpit was used as a
garbage pit for many years before a factory was built on the site18.

The Burwood Brickworks in Cheltenham Road (the subject site) began production in 1913 over part
of John Dawson’s former estate (Figure H10 & H11). First set up by The Suburban Land and
Investment Company Limited, the brickpit was eventually taken over by Brickworks Limited (which
oversaw the production in many suburban yards) in 1934. The Suburban Land and Investment
Company Limited (see Figure H12) was only issued with a land title for the Cheltenham Road site in
1918, the land they purchased measuring 37 acres 3 roods and 27 ¼ perches. It included the majority
of the lands contained by Parramatta Road, Cheltenham Road, Queen Street and Acton Street. The
portion bought by The Suburban Land and Investment Company Limited straddled the boundary of
two original land grants, those given to Dennis Connor (30 acres in 1796) and Thomas Rowley (750
acres in 1803).

17 Dunlop, E., Harvest of the Years, 1974.

18 Howe, G., Heart of the City, 1999, Ancestral Trail Publications.
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Figure H10 – A 1913 Sydney Water plan showing the site of the original brickworks office (at right) on
Cheltenham Road. The lot that it was situated on is lot 10 of one of several subdivisions that

occurred pre-1884 along the eastern side of this portion of Cheltenham Road.
Source: Sydney Water plan room SO1364.

Figure H11 – Advertisement for the Burwood Brickworks in the Burwood Municipal Jubilee 1874-1924.
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Figure H12 – The 37 acre 3 rood and 27¼ perch plan of the land owned by The Suburban Land and
Investment Company Limited on title in 1918. Note the land owned by the Fox family -

(the large ‘cut-out’ fronting Queen Street at the base of the plan). Source: LTO.

Between 1923 and 1926 The Suburban Land and Investment Company Limited undertook several
subdivisions of their Cheltenham Road holding, hiving off 15 acres at the northern end of the lot
(Figure H13) and subsequently selling off the south-western corner of their property, a zone of
approximately 4 acres edged by Queen Street and Cheltenham Road (Figures H14, H15 and H16). In
1926 the company purchased portions of the lot facing Queen Street owned by the Fox family. These
parcels were likely later sold to Council for the establishment of Blair Park, although it is clear from
land title documents that a part of The Suburban Land and Investment Company Limited holding was
already being leased to Council in 1926.
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Figure H13 – The northern 15 acre portion of the lot
bought by The Suburban Land and Investment
Company Limited sold to Thomas Burke in 1923.
The former Burwood Brickworks is marked
approximately by the black cross. Source: LTO.

Figure H14 – The land retained by The Suburban
Land and Investment Company Limited following its
major subdivision c.1923. The site of the former
brickworks is marked approximately by the black
cross. The white cross shows the site of Blair Park.
Source: LTO.

Figure H15 – The land retained by The Suburban
Land and Investment Company Limited in 1925
following the sale of the zone at the corner of
Queen St. and Cheltenham Rd (marked by cross).
Source: LTO.

Figure H16 – The land owned by The Suburban
Land and Investment Company Limited in 1926
following acquisition of lots owned by the Fox
family (marked by crosses). The line arrowed white
was the boundary of Connor’s 30 acre grant (right
side of line) and Rowley’s 750 acre grant (left side
of line). Source: LTO.

The Burwood Brickworks and the Croydon Steam Brickworks reputedly provided most of the bricks
for the bungalows and cottages built in Burwood prior to 1930. The development of brickworks, such
as those in Cheltenham Road, did not occur without resident protest regarding smoke, dust and noise.
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In 1929, The Suburban Land and Investment Company subdivided their landholding to create sixty-
one building lots around the northern, eastern and southern perimeters of their Cheltenham Road
brickpit19 (see  Figure  H17  &  H18).  The  company  attempted  to  divert  criticism  away  from  the
operation of the brickpits by naming the subdivision to the south of the site Blair Park Estate. It
would appear that the result of this subdivision was the Blair Park grading works undertaken by
Depression unemployment relief works. This subdivision may have been the first one proposed along
the section of Acton St. bordering the brickpit.

Figure H17 – A Sydney Water survey plan from 1929 showing subdivided lots around the Burwood Brickworks.
This plan was oriented with south up the page, so that Cheltenham Rd. is on the far right. Approximately two

thirds of these allotments were built on by the end of 1930. Note the notations for the levels within the brickpit.
Royce Avenue was created as a result of this 1929 subdivision. Source: Sydney Water plan room Cont 2140.

19 Peek and Pratten, Working the Clays, 1996, Ashfield & District Historcial Society.
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Figure H18 – 1930 aerial photograph of the Burwood Brickworks, showing (black arrows) the residential
subdivision carried out in 1929. Within a year most of the lots created around the eastern and northern

sides of the pit had been built on. Burwood Girls High School had just been completed and opened at the
south-west corner of the study area, and Blair Park was largely formed (although the residence called

“Evansdale” (arrowed white) still stood on it).   Source: Lands Department.

The Burwood Brickworks closed down briefly in 1952 as a result of the building recession. However,
by 1956 two new kilns had been constructed at the site and a new head office building had been
erected (see Figure H21 & H22). This new building provided the headquarters for Brickworks Limited
and remains standing today, used by the State Emergency Services.
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Figure H19 - c.1948 photograph showing the proximity of the Burwood Brickworks (white cross) to the site of
the former Croydon Steam Brickworks (bottom) and the Excelsior Brickworks (right). Source: Peek and Pratten,

Working the Clays, 1996, Ashfield & District Historcial Society.

Figure H20 – 1951 aerial photograph of the Burwood Brickworks. Note the new housing
between the brickpit and Blair Park, which appears to have been built by 1938. The

factory is at centre left and the first office building (arrowed white) had not yet
been replaced. Source: Lands Department.
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Figure H21 – Advertisement for Brickworks Ltd. showing its new head office building in Cheltenham Road.
Source: Peek and Pratten, Working the Clays, 1996, Ashfield & District Historical Society.

Figure H22 – Undated Sydney Water plan showing the original brickworks office (arrowed white) and the later
office built c.1956 (arrowed black). This later building is currently used by the State Emergency Services.

Source: Sydney Water plan room HSSD 369304.
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Figure H23 – 1970 aerial photograph of the Burwood Brickworks showing the dramatic expansion of the pit
since 1951 towards the rear fence of the properties around the north, east and southern sides of the operation.

Source: Lands Department.

The Burwood Brickworks ceased production between 1976 and 1978. It was at this time that an
imaginative idea was formulated for the future use of the Burwood brickpit site. A company called
Classic Projects planned to use the site for a $17 million housing scheme for 1,400 people in 576
homes. The concept eliminated the filling of the brickpit and was said to include underground parking
for 1,000 cars and an underground road system. The idea was reputedly modeled on the Munich
Olympic Village20.

20 Peek and Pratten, Working the Clays, 1996, Ashfield & District Historcial Society.
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Figure H24 – Sketch plan of the historical elements near the entry to the former brickworks site from
 Cheltenham Rd. The existing brick wall is shown by the black arrow. The concrete caps over the former air

vents (flues) are located over the two black-hatched lines (at the centre of the image). The second office
building is arrowed white. Source: Heritage Assessment, HLA Envirosciences.2002.

Around 1982, the Department of Environment and Planning commissioned a report on the site to be
prepared, at which time the brickworks buildings seem to have been demolished. The 4.3 hectare
Cheltenham Road brickpit site was acquired by Burwood Council in 1989 from the Department of
Planning and was used as a landfill until 2004.
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3.0  Physical Analysis
The area bounded by Cheltenham Rd., Queen St., Acton St. and Monash Parade was originally gently
rolling land supporting an open forest of Cumberland Plain vegetation. This topography and its
underlying clay soils supported grazing and, later, extensive gardens of villa estates in the second half
of the 19th century. It also nourished late 19th century and early 20th century street plantings of Brush
Box (Lophostemon confertus) and Camphor Laurel (Cinnamomum camphora), and later Phoenix
Palms (Phoenix canariensis) and Hills Figs (Ficus hillii). These plantings are still thriving today, as
shown in the images below.  Because most of the streets for the subdivision were laid out after the
garden city precepts began to influence suburban design (i.e. from the mid 1870s), they have wider
verges, with space for tree plantings, unlike Cheltenham Rd. which was laid out earlier.  The gracious
avenues of Brush Box, with some rows of Phoenix Palms, are a distinguishing feature of the
streetscapes of this and adjacent areas.

Figure S1 - Spacious Acton Street, lined with Brush Box
trees and California Bungalows.  Photo: MWA 2005.

Figure S2 - An extra-wide verge in Acton St., planted
with Phoenix palms as well as Brush Box. Photo:
MWA 2005.

Of the villas built in the second half of the 19th century, only a few survive in the surrounding area,
although none within the study area.  Subdivisions in the later part of the 19th century created some
small lots on which a few small clusters of typical Victorian terrace houses were built, but again, these
are located just beyond the study area.

Figure S3 - One of the remaining late 19th century
Victorian villas abutting Queen St., opposite Blair
Park. Photo: MWA 2005.

Figure S4 - Examples of Californian Bungalows along
Cheltenham St and a 19th century villa beyond.
Photo: MWA 2005.
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Some flavour of the original estates is retained in the form of Blair Park, formed from the early estate
owned by the Fox family, while the spacious grounds of the Burwood Girls High School were derived
from those of the villa View Bank, built by Captain Mayne in the late 1860s and demolished when the
High School was built in 1929.

Figure S5 - Burwood Girls High School, 1929, on the
corner of Cheltenham Rd. and Queens St. It is heritage-
listed. Photo: MWA 2005.

Figure S6 - Blair Park, with its spacious oval and a row
of Hills Figs along its southern boundary with Queen
St. Photo: MWA 2005.

The lack of intensive subdivision of the original Rowley and Connor grants during the Federation
period (c.1895-1915) also ensured the availability of this open estate land for the development of the
brickworks.

A key date in the development of the lands surrounding the Burwood Brickworks site was 1929. It
was in that year that the first residential subdivision was proposed along the site’s Acton St, Monash
Parade and Blair Park frontages. Significant leveling works were carried out on the land that now
makes up Blair Park in that year to establish a public recreation area. Concurrently, Burwood Girls
High School was opened on the corner of Queen Street and Cheltenham Road. The ‘L’ shaped
southern end of Royce Avenue, at the north-west corner of the former brickpit, was formed as a result
of the 1929 subdivision by The Suburban Land and Investment Company Limited. The majority of the
housing stock in the streets surrounding the subject site dates from the mid to late 1920s. See Figures
H17 to H20 above.

Figure S7 -Typical California bungalow style houses in
Monash Pde. north of the brickworks site. Photo: MWA
2005.

Figure S8  - Good examples of this bungalow style in
Acton St., although a few houses have been
mutilated. Photo: MWA 2005.

The Cheltenham Park site exhibits few signs of its former use as a substantial brickworks. In
preparation for the development of the park, an enormous volume of fill has been imported over the
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last several years to create a level surface over the site. The only identified elements which relate to
the former brickworks site are a buttressed brick wall, likely to have formed part of the factory
building (in the south-west corner of the property), concrete caps covering air circulation tunnels
under the site and the second brickworks office building (now used by the SES).

Figure S9 - The new concrete covers within this
grassed space indicate the location of the remnant
flues of the former brickworks.  Part of the walls of the
latter’s above-ground buildings are seen in the
background. Photo: MWA 2005.

Figure S10 - Remains of the brickwork’s walls along
the edge of the lot separating it from the Girls School
site. Photo: MWA 2005.

Figure S11 - View along Cheltenham Rd. with the
later office of the Brickworks, now used by the State
Emergency Services. Lot 1 owned by DET is in the
background at far right. Photo: MWA 2005.

Figure S12 - View along Cheltenham Rd. showing the
prevalence of California bungalows along it. These will
address the new park. Photo: MWA 2005.

The following images depict the present state of works involved in the infilling of the brickpit.  As is
evident, these works are nearing completion.

Figure S13 - The pond in the center indicates the lowest
point now in the pit, into which water has collected. The
rear of housing along Acton St. lines the horizon. That
along Monash Pde. is at far left. Photo: MWA 2005.

Figure S14 - Stockpiles of topsoil along the Blair
Avenue boundary of the brickpit site, with
completed ground works on the right. Photo: MWA
2005.
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4.0  Heritage and Other Values
4.1   The Former Brickworks
A heritage study of the Burwood Brickworks itself was prepared by HLA Envirosciences Pty. Ltd. in
March 2002 for the Land Management Branch of Planning NSW. It contains the following Statement
of Significance:

The Burwood Brickworks is significant as being representative of the many brickworks established in the
Burwood/Ashfield district around the turn of the [19th – 20th] Century to capitalize on the expansion or
urban housing into this area.  The brickworks were one of the founding members of Brickworks Ltd.,
which formed a monopoly of Sydney’s brickmaking industry from 1924.  The plant used was typical of
brickworks in the Sydney area.  The kilns and buildings were demolished after 1982 and so the site lacks
remains of sufficient integrity.

In terms of grading of significance, the remains of the Burwood brickworks site must be seen as falling
into the “Little Significance” category, given their lack of integrity and low archaeological potential”.

In response, the NSW Heritage Office wrote to the Property Project Manager of Planning NSW in
February 2003 that:

“it is considered that the remnant archaeological remains associated with the former Burwood
Brockworks have local significance, not ‘little significance’ because they represent a  significant
local industry that was pivotal to the development of the area.”

The NSW Heritage Office, in its response, continued that:
“In situ retention of the archaeological remains is the optimal management recommendation for this
archaeological resource because it has value in representing a significant local industry. NSW’s former
brickwork sites are increasingly being destroyed in order to facilitate new development and few intact
examples now exist.

Plans for utilizing the land for playing fields could be adapted to ensure that there is no impact on the
remnant archaeological resource. Options such as increasing the height of the ground level will provide
protection for the archaeological remains and ensure their preservation.”

Burwood Council has taken action to protect the entrances to three flues that were identified in the
HLA Envirosciences report by providing concrete covers over them (see Figure S9 above).  It would
thus appear that the Heritage Council’s advice, at least on the practical issue of protecting the
remains, has been adopted.

Nevertheless, the Burwood Brickworks have not been listed on the Burwood LEP as a heritage item or
place. It is of passing interest that the Burwood Girls High School, built on the corner of Cheltenham
Rd. and Queen St. in 1929 has, however, been listed.

4.2  Study Area’s Character and Values
A key purpose of this report was to identify the distinctive values of the ‘precinct’ in which the former
Burwood Brickworks was set. These include both historical values as well as aesthetic and social
values, together with a summation of what constitutes its distinctive character.  A categorization of
these values is set out below. It should be noted that they are not expressed as ‘heritage’ values,
because this is not a heritage study and the elements in question – apart from Burwood Girls High
School – are not considered to be of sufficient significance to warrant heritage listing per se.
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4.2.1  The Landscape
The landscape is very nearly flat, and offers no views outward or inward.  The only ‘prospects’ are
those within the former brickworks site toward the rear yards of adjacent properties, and along the
main streets. The clay soils support good tree growth, evident along the streets and the boundary of
Blair  Park,  as  well  as  in  private  yards.   There are a  few Eucalypts  in  the vicinity of  the (now) SES
building and within the grounds of the High School which may be remnants (or more likely
regenerations) of the original open forest community and which, if confirmed, may warrant
preservation. Given the thorough clearing of the area during the 19th century, however, it would be
misleading to denote this as remnant urban bushland.

The spatial quality of Blair Park, the grounds of the High School, and the potentially large sports
fields of the proposed Cheltenham Road park are evocative reminders of the spacious 19th century
villa estates, to which the few remaining villas just beyond the study area still attest.  The proposed
new park will serve to conserve that earlier sense of spaciousness. (It may also be desirable to draw
attention to this via interpretative signage with appropriate images.)

4.2.2  The Streetscape
For the most part, the streets bounding the study area are typical of those within the wider Burwood
urban area, featuring grassed verges (of varying widths) with Brush Box, Camphor Laurel or Phoenix
Palm plantings. The regular facades of the Californian bungalow style housing along the streets
provide a harmonious rhythm and reassuring consistency as one moves along them. In tandem with
the standardised tree plantings, this composite ‘picture’ evokes a clear image of the late 1920s and
perhaps warrants later consideration for treatment as a conservation area.

4.2.3  The Buildings
As noted above, by far the greater part of the housing stock are the Californian bungalows of the mid
to late 1920s, with a few remnant late Victorian era villas on the fringe, and a few more recent
structures interposed between.  This consistency and harmony of built structures is perhaps the most
telling and effective resource for understanding and interpreting the origins and development of the
study area in a relatively holistic way.

5.0   Conclusion
It is to be hoped that Council and the local community will recognize and respect the above-identified
values and character, and that those planning future development and changes within the study area
will take these particular qualities into account.
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